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SRS THE real secret of main- 
taining the spiritual glow, to which 
Bible study, prayer, and corporate 
worship are essential aids, lies in per- 
sonal communion and fellowship with 
the living Christ. Abiding in Him 
means the realization by faith, and 
not by feeling, that really and truly 
“closer is He than breathing, and 
nearer than hands and feet.” If cir- 
sumstances militate against such a 
consciousness, the part of faith is to 
claim that He is present as He said 
He would be. But there will come 
times, as there came to Temple Gaird- 
ner while still at Oxford, when, as he 
said, “That communion is so real that 
if you are sitting alone in a room with 
Him and even your dearest friend 
comes in, you feel it is an interrup- 
tion.” Now the first step to maintaining 
such close communion with our Mas- 
ter is the resolute refusal to allow any- 
thing to come between Him and us. 


We must keep short accounts with 
Christ. Every evening the confession 
in detail of any sin that the Holy 
Spirit brings to mind: every morning 
a daily surrender afresh to God and 
claiming the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit; an hourly walk in the Spirit 
by faith and not by feeling counting 
on the presence of Christ within. These 
are the steps to a continual walk with 
God. “Therefore let us . . . put aside 
every incumbrance, put off the gar- 
ment of sin that can so readily tram- 
mel our efforts, and with strong en- 
durance let us race along the course 
that stretches before us, turning our 
eyes away from all else towards Jesus, 
to Him Who gives the first impulse to 
our faith, to Him Who brings it to 


(Continued on page 14, column 1) 
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What 


VCE stands 


= WHAT do the famous five 
principles of IVCF — the statements 
in which each elected officer affirms 
his belief—mean? To what do we 
dedicate ourselves as we begin this 
new year on campus? 


The first principle of Inter-Varsity 
is “the unique divine inspiration, in- 
tegrity, and authority of the Bible.” 
This is, indeed, a most essential doc- 
trine. Tor if the Bible is merely a 
compilation of myths and legends, if 
it is nothing but the product of human 
imagination and ingenuity, then we 
are like a ship without a rudder, 
tossed about helplessly with nothing 
stable to depend upon, with no au- 
thority to tie to; then our sin-stricken 
soul will never be at peace; then we 
shall never enter the haven of eternal 
rest in God. We need a divine Word 
to guide us on our way; we need a 
divine Word to serve as a lamp unto 
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A brief, but important 
interpretation of IVCF’s Biblical 


basis of faith. 


by Alexander Heidel 


our feet and a light unto our path; 
we need a divine Word with divine au- 
thority to speak peace and pardon to 
our sinful souls, to quiet the roaring 
sea, and to pilot us home. 


At one time as a student, I felt so 
confused | hardly knew what to be- 
lieve. Finally I sat down and read 
some of the simple New Testament 
stories about Jesus. As I read, my 
doubts disappeared one by one, like 
a group of thieves that could not stand 
the light of day, and I felt as if I were 
all alone with my Saviour. I felt as if 
He were right there in the Sacred 
Book, saying to me: “Peace, be still!” 
Infinite calm and quiet entered my 
soul. There I experienced the divine 
power of the divine Word. 


Yes if we truly seek God in His 
Word, we shall find Him; for the Bi- 
ble is not a book of “cunningly de- 
vised fables,” but “holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy 


Ghost” (II Peter 1:21), speaking “not 
in the words which man’s wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth” (I Corinthians 2:13). “All 
scripture is given by inspiration of 
God” (II Timothy 3:16) and there- 
fore is God’s own and infallible Word, 
coming from the heart of God and 
leading us back to Him. 


The second principle of faith upon 
which Inter-Varsity is founded is “the 
deity of our Lord Jesus Christ.” This 
principle is frequently denied; some 
assert that Jesus never claimed that He 
was the Son of God. Yet, the Bible 
tells us in unmistakable language that 
Christ was crucified because He af- 
firmed that He was the Son of God. 
We read in Mark 14:61b-62: “Again 
the high priest asked him, and said 
unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son 
of the Blessed? And Jesus said, I am: 
and ye shall see the Son of man sit- 
ting on the right hand of power, and 
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coming in the clouds of heaven.’ 
Thank God that Jesus is not only true 
man but also true God, for we need 
a divine Saviour, a God-man, to medi- 
ate between us and the Father. 


This leads us to the third principle 
of Inter-Varsity: “The necessity and 
efficacy of the substitutionary death of 
Jesus Christ for the redemption of the 
world, and the historic fact of His 
bodily resurrection.” There are those 
who expect to enter heaven partly on 
the basis of their own efforts, their 
own good and right behavior. The 
Galatians, in Asia Minor, were that 
kind. They taught that man is justified 
before God partly by keeping certain 
laws of the Old Testament and partly 
by Christ’s work of salvation. To 
them St. Paul wrote: “O foolish Gala- 
tians, who hath bewitched you, that ye 
should not obey the truth? . . . Christ 
is become of no effect unto you, who- 


soever of you are justified by the law; 


ye are fallen from grace” (Galatians 
3:1; 5:4). Somehow these Galatians 
did not realize that either Christ paid 
the penalty for our sins or He did not. 
God’s gift of salvation, through the 
work and merit of Christ on the one 
hand, and man’s earning salvation by 
his own fulfillment of the:law on the 
other hand, mutually exclude each 
other. It is either Christ alone or our 
own righteousness alone! If we ex- 
pect our good works to contribute in 
any way toward our justification be- 
fore God, then Christ will stand aside 
and let us rely on our own good works 
altogether. Then we are compelled to 
keep the entire law of God ourselves. 
in every minute detail! For it is writ- 
ten: “Cursed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things which are 


Somebody said to Talleyrand, Bishop of 
Autun during the French Revolution, one of 
the most astute men who ever lived: 


“The Christian religion—what is it? It 


would be easy to start a religion like that.” 


“Oh, yes,” replied Talleyrand. “One would 
only have to get crucified and rise again from 
the dead the third day.” 


written in the book of the law to do 
them” (Galatians 3:10). God will be 
satisfied with nothing less than abso- 
lute perfection. But that is something 
which we shall never be able to 
achieve! Hence we cannot save our- 
selves (Romans 3:23, Ephesians 
2:8-9). We must therefore place all 
our trust in Jesus. 


By His holy obedience Christ, as our 
Substitute, fulfilled God’s law and 
thus acquired for us that righteous- 
ness which we could not acquire be- 
cause we could not perfectly obey 
God, that righteousness which we must 
have in order to stand before the 
judgment seat of God. By His obedi- 
ence Christ made us righteous (Ro- 
mans 5:19). Moreover, He has taken 
away all our guilt and suffered all our 
punishment. He is “the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the 
world” (John 1:29). “Christ hath re- 
deemed us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us” (Galatians 
3:13). “His own self bare our sins in 
his own body on the tree, that we, be- 
ing dead to should live unto 
righteousness: by whose stripes ye 
were healed” (I Peter 2:24). He “was 
delivered for our offences, and was 
raised again for our justification,” 
i.e.. for the declaration of our justi- 
fication (Romans 4:25). When one 
pays a debt, he gets a receipt showing 
that the debt is paid. So when Christ, 
as our Substitute, paid the enormous 
debt of our sins, God gave us a re- 
ceipt—the bodily resurrection of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, thus declaring 
before the world, the angels in heaven, 
and the spirits in hell, that our debt 
is paid! If Christ had not risen from 
the dead, our faith would be in vain; 
for then we would still be in our sins 
(I Corinthians 15:17). But now that 
Christ is risen from the dead, we 
know that God has accepted the sacri- 
fice of His Son for the reconciliation 
of the world and that our full salva- 
tion is accomplished. Now we can pro- 
claim to every sinner: “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved” (Acts 16:31). “Man is justi- 
fied by faith without the deeds of the 
law” (Romans 3:28). For faith alone 
is the hand with which we receive the 
gift of God, forgiveness for all our 
sins, perfect righteousness, and ever- 
lasting life and salvation. 


sins, 


6 


But true faith is the work of the 
Holy Spirit. Therefore Inter-Varsity 
correctly emphasizes as its fourth prin- 
ciple, “the presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit in the work of regenera- 
tion.” Man is conceived in sin and is 
shaped in iniquity (Psalm 51:5). By 
nature man is “dead in trespasses and 
(Ephesians 2:1-3). It is just as 
impossible for a spiritually dead man 
to rise to spiritual life by his own 
power as it is for a physically dead 
man to rise to physical life by his own 
power. It is the Holy Ghost who brings 
us to faith in our Lord Jesus Christ 
ig thus creates spiritual life in us. 

Paul declares: “No man can say 
“a Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost” (I Corinthians 12:3). Again: 
“How shall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard? . . . Faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God” (Romans 10: 14, 17). 
And our Saviour assures us: “Except 
a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God. That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh; and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 
3:5-6). Finally, St. Paul writes to 
Titus: “According to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regenera- 
tion, and renewing of the Holy Ghost” 
(Titus 3:5). Therefore, let us not 
grieve the holy Spirit of God, but to- 
day, as we hear His voice, let us listen. 


sins” 


Then we shall appreciate and shall 
with all our hearts rejoice in the fifth 
main principle for which Inter-Varsity 
stands: “The consummation of the 
Kingdom in the ‘glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.’ The same Jesus who was 
taken up into heaven will come again 
“in the glory of His Father with the 
holy angels” (Mark 8:38). “Christ 
was once offered to bear the sins of 
many; and unto them that look for 
him shall he appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation” (Hebrews 
9:28). On that glorious day, when 
Christ will judge the living and the 
dead, the Church militant will be 
transferred from earth to heaven to 
become the Church triumphant, to live 
and reign with the Lord Jesus Christ 
forever. God grant that we may con- 
tinue steadfast in the true faith and be 
found among those who will then en- 
ter into the joys of heaven! END 
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The Loveliness 
Christ 


May these excerpts—selected by Ellen S. Lester—from 


the letters of a seventeenth-century man of God, inspire you to a 


deeper devotion to Him and a holy life. Used by 


permission of Samuel Bagster & Sons, London. 


by Samuel Rutherford 


o. GREAT Master Gardener, the Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, in a 
wonderful providence, with His own 
hand, planted me here, where by His 
grace, in this part of His vineyard, | 
erow; and here I will abide till the 
great Master of the vineyard think fit 
to transplant me. 


I find it most true, that the greatest 
temptation out of hell, is to live with- 
out temptations; if my waters should 
stand, they would rot. Faith is the bet- 
ter for the free air, and for the sharp 
winter storm in its face. Grace wither- 
eth without adversity. The devi! is but 
God’s master fencer, to teach us to 
handle our weapons. 


It is the Lord’s kindness that He 
will take the scum off us in the fire. 
Who knoweth how needful winnowing 
is to us, and what dross we must want 
ere we enter into the kingdom of God? 


So narrow is the entry to heaven, that 
our knots, our bunches and lumps of 
pride. and self-love, and_ idol-love, 
and world-love must be hammered off 
us that we may throng in, stooping 
low, and creeping through that narrow 
and thorny entry. 


It is not the sunny side of Christ 
that we must look to, and we must not 
forsake Him for want of that; but 
must set our face against what may 
befall us, in following on, till He and 
we be through the briers and bushes 
on the dry ground. Our soft nature 
would be borne through the troubles 
of this miserable life in Christ’s arms. 
And it is His wisdom, who knoweth 
our mold, that His bairns go wet-shod 
and cold-footed to heaven. 


My shallow and ebb thoughts are 
not the compass Christ saileth by. | 
leave His ways to Himself, for they 
are far, far above me. . . . There are 
windings and to’s and fro’s in His 
ways, which blind bodies like us can- 
not see. 





And it is an unconscious glow. 
Stephen kept no mirrors: 
that the skin of his face shone” 
—had he had time to think of 


the Council. 


shining!” 





How profoundly more are we often helped 


by what. people are, than by what they say! 
Moses and 
Moses “wist not 
; and Stephen 
it—would 
,have been puzzled by the startled stare of 


“Oh for the holy shining of the 


face! and oh, for the holy ignorance of the 


(McCheyne)—D. M. Hanton 


Let Him make anything out of me, 
so being He be glorified in my salva- 
tion: for | know I am made for Him. 


I find that our wants qualify us for 
Christ. 

My dear brother, I will think it 
comfort if ye speak my name to our 
Well-Beloved wherever ye are. I am 
mindful of you. 


I urge upon you... a nearer com- 


munion with Christ and a growing 
communion. There are curtains to be 


drawn by in Christ that we never saw, 
and new foldings of love in Him. I 
despair that ever | shall win to the 
far end of that love, there are so many 
plies in it; therefore dig deep, and 
sweat, and labor, and take pains for 
Him, and set by so much time in the 
day for Him as you can: He will soon 
be won with labor. 


Be patient; Christ went to Heaven 
with many a wrong. His visage and 
countenance was all marred more than 
the sons of men. You may not be 
above your Master; many a_ black 
stroke received innocent Jesus, and He 
received no mends, but referred them 
all to the great court-day, when all 
things shall be righted. 

It is impossible to be submissive 
and religiously patient, if ye stay your 
thoughts down among the confused 
rollings and wheels of second causes 
as QO, the place! O, the time! O, if this 
had been, this had not followed! O, 
the linking of this accident with this 
time and place! Look up to the mas- 
ter motion and the first wheel. 

We smell of the smoke of this lower 
house of the earth, because our hearts 
and our thoughts are here. If we could 
mount up with God, we should smell 
of heaven and of our country above, 
and we should look like our country, 
and like strangers or people not born 


or brought up here-away! Our crosses 


would not. bite upon us, if we were 
heavenly minded. 

Our best fare here is hunger. 

This world deserveth nothing but 
the outer court of our soul. 

I think I see more of Christ than 
ever I saw; and yet I see but little of 
what may be seen. 

Whether God come to His children 
with a rod or a crown, if He come 
Himself with it, it is well. Welcome, 
welcome Jesus, whatsoever way Thou 
come, if we can get a sight of Thee: 
and sure I am, it is better to be sick, 
providing Christ come to the bedside 
and draw the curtains, and say, Cour- 
age, | am thy salvation, than to enjoy 
health, being lusty and strong, and 
never to be visited of God. 

Let Him find much employment for 
His calling with you; for He is such 
a Friend as delighteth to be burdened 
with suits and employ ments; and the 
more ye lay on Him, and the more 
homely ye be with Him, the more wel- 
come. 

{ think it a sweet thing that Christ 
saith of my cross, half mine and that 
He divideth these sufferings with me 
and taketh the largest share to Him- 
self; nay, that I, and my whole cross, 
are wholly Christ’s. 

Christ’s love, under a vail is love; 
if ye get Christ, howbeit not the sweet 
and pleasant way you would have Him, 
it is enough, for the Well-Beloved 
cometh not our way. 

Christ is as full a feast, 
have to hunger. 


as ye can 


It is our folly to divide our narrow 
and little love. It will not serve two: 
best then hold it whole and together, 
and give it to Christ! For then, we 
get double interest for our love, when 
we lend it to and lay it out upon 
Christ; and we are sure besides that 
the stock cannot perish. 

Put Christ in His own room in your 
love, it may be He hath either been out 
of His own place, or in a place of love 
inferior to His worth. 

| wonder many times that ever a 
child of God should have a sad heart, 
considering what their Lord is prepar- 
ing for them. 

Send a heavy heart up to Christ, it 
shall be welcome. 

To live on Christ’s love is a king’s 
life. 

The weightiest end of the cross of 


Christ that is laid upon you, lieth upon 
your strong Saviour. 

Ye may yourself ebb and flow, rise 
and fall, wax and wane; but your 
Lord is this day as He was yesterday; 
and it is your comfort that your salva- 
tion is not rolled upon wheels of your 
own making, neither have ye to do with 
a Christ of your own shaping. 

Lay no more on the creatures than 
they are able to carry. Lay your soul 
and your weights upon God; make 
Him your only, only best Beloved— 
your errand to this life is to make sure 
an eternity of glory to your soul, and 
to match your soul with Christ: your 
love, if it were more than all the love 
of angels in one, is Christ’s due. . .. 
I know not what ye have if ye want 
Christ. 

It is not our part to make a treasure 
here: anything under the covering of 
heaven we can build upon, is but ill 
ground and a sandy foundation: every 
good thing, except God, wanteth a bot- 
tom, and cannot stand its alone: how 
then can it bear the weight of us? 

| am sure the saints at their best are 
but strangers to the weight and worth 
of the incomparable sweetness of 


Christ. He is so new, so fresh in excel- 
lency, every day of new, to these that 
search more and more in Him, as if 


heaven could furnish as many new 
Christs (if | may speak so) as there 
are days betwixt Him and us, and yet 
He is one and the same. 

He hath made all His promises good 
to me and hath filled up all the blanks 
with His own hand. 

It is easy to get good words and a 
comfortable message from our Lord, 
even from such rough sergeants as di- 
verse temptations. 

Christ and His cross together are 
sweet company, and a blessed couple. 
My prison is my palace, my losses are 
rich losses, my pain easy pain, my 
heavy days are holy and happy days. 
I may tell a new tale of Christ to my 
friends. 

I know my Lord is no niggard: He 
can, and it becometh Him well to give 
more than my narrow soul can receive. 
If there were ten thousand, thousand 
millions of worlds, and as many 
heavens full of men and angels, Christ 
would not be pinched to supply all 
our wants, and to fill us all. 
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I am in as sweet communion with 
Christ as a poor sinner can be; and 
am only pained that He hath much 
beauty and fairness, and | little love; 
He great power and mercy, and | little 
faith; He much light, and I bleared 
eyes. 

My counsel is, that ye come out and 
leave the multitude, and let Christ 
have your company. Let them take 
clay and this present world who love 
it: Christ is a more worthy and noble 
portion: blessed are those who get 
Him. 

Let not the Lord’s dealings seem 
harsh, rough, or unfatherly, because it 


-is unpleasant. When the Lord’s blessed 


will bloweth cross your desires, it is 
hest in humility to strike sail to Him 
and to be willing to be laid any way 
our Lord pleaseth: it is a point of de- 
nial of yourself, to be as if ye had not 
a will, but had made a free disposition 
of it to God, and had sold it over to 
Him; and to make use of His will for 
your own is both true holiness, and 
your ease and peace. Ye know not 
what the Lord is working out of this, 
but ye shall know hereafter. 

However matters go, it is our hap- 
piness to win new ground daily in 
Christ's love, and to purchase a new 
piece of it daily, and to add conquest 
to conquest, till our Lord Jesus and 
we be so near other, that Satan shall 
not draw a straw or a thread betwixt 
us. 


| exhort you in the Lord to go on in 
your journey to heaven, and to be con- 
tent of such fare by the way as Christ 
and His followers have had before 
you; for they had always the wind on 
their faces, and our Lord hath not 
changed the way to us. for our ease, 
but will have us following our sweet 
cuide. 

I am just like a man who hath noth- 
ing to pay his thousands of debt; all 
that can be gotten of him, is to seize 
upon his person. Except Christ would 
seize upon myself, and make the 
readiest payment that can be of my 
heart and love to Himself, I have no 
other thing to give Him. 

Christ chargeth me to believe His 
daylieht at midnight. 

I rather wish Him my heart than 
give Him it; except He take it and put 
Himself in possession of it (for I hope 
He hath a market-right to me, since He 
HIs, 
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hath ransomed me), I see not how 
Christ can have me. O, that He would 
be pleased to be more homely with my 
soul’s love, and to come in to my soul 
and take His own. 


Not one ounce, not one grain-weight 
more is laid on me than He hath en- 
abled me to bear... . Faith hath cause 
to take courage from our very afflic- 
tions; the devil is but a whetstone to 
sharpen the faith and patience of the 
saints. I know he but heweth and pol- 
isheth stones for the new Jerusalem. 


His cross is the sweetest burden that 
ever | bear; it is such a burden as 
wings are to a bird, or sails to a ship, 
to carry me forward to my harbor. 





THIS MONTH'S COVER 


We don’t know her name, but she represents 
the university students of Norway. When in 
school, she and her fellow-students wear dis- 
tinctive school caps which designate their 
university and class. She is probably a Lu- 
theran—over 90 per cent of Norwegians are— 
and, as many other Christian students are. 
may also be a member of the Norges Kristel- 
lige Student-og Gymnasiastlag (IVCF, Nor- 
wegian-style). (Watch for General Secretary 
C. Stacey Woods’ forthcoming report of his 
trip to Norway and other European countries. ) 





Blessed be my rich Lord Jesus, who 
sendeth not away beggars from His 
house with a toom |empty]| dish. He 
filleth the vessels of such as will come 
and seek. We might beg ourselves rich 
(if we were wise), if we could but 
hold out our withered hands to Christ, 
and learn to suit and seek, ask and 
knock. 

| am every way in good case, both in 
soul and body; all honor and glory 
be to my Lord. I want nothing but a 
further revelation of the beauty of the 
unknown Son of God. 


own (God be 
may use me as He 


Because I am His 
thanked) He 
pleaseth. 

Among many marks that we are on 
the journey, and under sail toward 
heaven, this is one, when the love of 
God so filleth our hearts that we for- 
get to love and care too much for the 
having or wanting of other things; as 
one extreme heat burneth out another. 

Even 


amongst men, we see hewn 
stones. timber. and a hundred scat- 


tered parcels and pieces of a house, 
all under tools, hammers, and axes, 
and saws; yet the house, the beauty 
and ease of so many lodgings and 
ease-rooms, we neither see nor under- 
stand for the present; these are but in 
the mind and head of the builder as 
yet. We see red earth, unbroken clods. 
furrows, and stones; but we see not 
summer lilies, roses, and the beauty of 
a garden. 


Give Him leave to take His own way 
of dispensation with you; and though 
it be rough, forgive Him; He defieth 
you to have as much patience to Him, 
as He hath borne to you... . When His 
people cannot have a providence of 
silk and roses, they must be content 
with such an one as He carveth out for 
them. 


It is neither shame nor pride for a 
drowning man to swim to a rock, nor 
for a ship-broken soul to run himself 
ashore upon Christ. Suppose once | 
he guilty, need force I cannot, I do 
not, go by Christ. 


We take in good part that pride, 
that beggars beg from the richer. And 
who is so poor as we? and who is so 
rich as He who selleth fine gold (Rev- 
elation 3:18) ? 

| am most gladly content that Christ 
breaketh all my idols in pieces: it hath 
put a new edge upon my blunted love 
to Christ. I see He is jealous of my 
love, and will have all to Himself. 

Christ hath so handsomely fitted for 
my shoulders this rough tree of the 
cross, as that it hurteth me no ways. 
My treasure is up in Christ’s coffers; 
my comforts are greater than ye can 
helieve; my pen shall lie for penury 
of words to write of them. 

Dry wells send us to the fountain. 

I have a love-—Christ—and yet I 
want a love for Him. | have a lovely 
and desirable Lord, who is love-worthy, 
and who beggeth my love and heart, 
and | have nothing to give Him. Dear 
brother, come further in on Christ, 
and see a new treasure in Him: come 
in and look down, and see angels’ 
wonder, and heaven and earth’s won- 
der of love, sweetness, majesty, and 
excellency in Him. 

No pen, no words, no image can ex- 
press to you the loveliness of my only, 
only Lord Jesus. END 
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Should | 


join a (ratermty? 


T. MOST serious-minded Christian 
young people at secular schools there 
comes the problem “What about fra- 
ternities and sororities?” 


Granted that there is an invitation to 
join, the real question is, “Should | 
join?” The answer will be governed 
by several factors, but most of all—I 
think—by your motives in seeking 
membership. 

If you are looking at the fraternity’s 
benefits to you, you will definitely 
have doubts as to the advisability of 
joining. The fraternity offers pleasant, 
worthwhile attractions: lasting friend- 
ships, good living quarters, scholastic 
incentives, organized athletic competi- 
tions, seasonal activities, better-than- 
average food, opportunities for leader- 
ship. These are factors not to be 
thrown aside lightly. 

And yet you may feel that the fra- 
ternity’s objectionable elements—the 
cursing, the smoking, the immorality, 
the drinking, the gambling — are 
enough to counterbalance the advan- 
tages and make membership undesir- 
able. 


But there is another factor to con- 
sider—your ability as a Christian to 
bring righteousness out of sin. If you 
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HIS presents both sides of this important 


question. 


Mr. Aiken, who says 


“ves,” was 


active in a fraternity at Tulane University; 
Dr. Thomas, a graduate of McGill 


] ical School, says oO. 
Medical School, says “no.” 


YES! says Warwick Aiken, Jr. 


helieve that fraternities are rotten, that 
they always have been rotten and al- 
ways will be, then there is little point 
in your joining one. You have too lit- 
tle faith in the power of God. 


sut if you believe that under Christ 
you can make your fraternity house a 
better place to live in, then there is a 
reason to join, for—in answer to faith 

God can open many doors of service 
without the expense of compromise. 
During my four years of fraternity 
membership there was not the slightest 
necessity for me to smoke, or drink, 
or go to a red-light district to keep my 
place with the fellows. It was for just 
such circumstances that the Lord 
prayed not that we should be taken out 
of the world but that we should be 
kept from the evil (John 17:15). 


What, then, are the opportunities 
for a Christian in a fraternity house? 


An old formula for preaching a ser- 
mon begins: “Start low, go slow 
And so it must be with the Christian 
among a new group of fellows who 
know little about him and care little 
about his Christianity. Things seemed 
slow indeed during my first year in the 
fraternity, but engugh was accom- 
plished to cause the boys to give me 


the position of chaplain for the com- 
ing year. And they repeated the honor 
on through to graduation. 

Nearly every fraternity has some 
form of godliness, including what usu- 
ally proves to be a brief, perfunctory 
prayer at the opening of the weekly 
chapter meeting. But when the chap- 
lain is a Christian, that prayer can as- 
sume a real meaning. I thank God for 
those opportunities of leading my 
friends to the throne of grace in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Often I was able to talk with the fel- 
lows individually about their salvation, 
and more than once I talked to the en- 
tire chapter. On Mother’s Day, 1941, 
while I was returning to the university 
on my motorcycle the traffic was held 
up by a terrific head-on collision that 
killed a young man instantly. I parked 
and walked up to the scene in time to 
see a second young man die. A woman 
holding his wrist was saying, “I can’t 
find his pulse now,” and a man listen- 
ing to his heart answered, “Yes, I 
think he’s gone.” 

I had never seen a fellow die, and 
as I went on I kept thinking, “Where 
is he now? It could have been one of 
my fraternity brothers, and where 


(Continued on page 12, column 3) 
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Mos: CHRISTIAN freshmen face the 
problem of whether or not to join a 
fraternity. Because the result will be 
far reaching. not only in every phase 
of college life, but also in one’s Chris- 
tian experience and outlook, this ques- 
tion needs careful thought. 


That most colleges and universities 
are divided on this matter is quite ob- 
vious. Both sides compete for high 
places on the campus, in the student 
union, and in athletics. At some places 
the competition is kept very much un- 
derground, at others it flares openly. 
The chap with the Greek letter and the 
fellow without it feel necessarily apart 
from each other. “The Jews have no 
dealings with the Samaritans.” The 
two groups are usually poles apart. 


Snobbish sororities have broken the 
heart of many a coed, hoping vainly 
for a bid. spending the first few weeks 
of college in fear and trembling lest 
she be missed. And unfortunately, all 
of college has often been ruined for 
those not mature enough to see the 
matter in its true perspective. 


There are many mature students, 
however—both Christians and non- 
Christians—who refuse to join because 
they feel that fraternities are contrary 
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NO! maintains Gordon W. Thomas 


to the true democratic principles fun- 
damental to university life. In fact. 
there are many who go so far as to as- 
sert that all fraternities and sororities 
—-except for certain honorary ones— 
should be banned from every campus. 
Some well-known universities have al- 
ready taken this step. 


| remember a friend who. during his 
undergraduate days, turned down sev- 
eral bids from some of the best fra- 
ternities on these grounds. And _ in 
spite of his anti-fraternity position, he 
became a campus leader with a num- 
ber of important positions, including 
the presidency of the student council. 


But what should the Christian’s atti- 
tude be on this question? What an- 
swer should he give to a bid? On what 
grounds should he make his decision? 


First of all, we Christians believe 
that the Lord has a perfect plan for 
every life. Those who trust Him and 
serve Him want to find that plan. We 
have a holy calling to fulfill a great 
task (see Ephesians 1:4; Galatians 
1:15). and Scripture states that we 
can find out our particular calling 


from Him. “In all thy ways acknowl- 
edge him, and he shall direct thy 
paths” (Proverbs 3:6). “If any man 


4 
eo 


will do his will, he shall know of the 


doctrine,” 
4317). 

There is a best in life for each of us. 
Very often we are tempted to let 
second-best do. We forget that the en- 
vironment we make for ourselves 
molds our personalities and makes us 
what we are and what we are going to 
be, so that before we realize it, we are 
in our particular groove. And we make 
our environment ‘by the company we 
keep, the books we read, the very 
things we think and talk about—the so- 
cieties we join. Once our environment 
is established, it is hard to change it. 
It is easier to start right in the first 
place than to try to make amends after 
a wrong start. And we must bear this 
in mind as we consider the frat ques- 
tion. 


The world is divided fundamentally 
by faith—not by social groups, classes, 
or even races. One cannot deny the 
sense of oneness and kinship that one 
feels toward a fellow Christian, no 
matter what his position or race. Christ 
is the divider of men, and His cross 
stands between them, separating some 
and uniting others into a great and 
loyal brotherhood of the highest order. 


(Continued on next page) 


says the Lord Jesus (John 
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No matter how much else a Christian 
and his non-Christian friend might 
have in common, something is lacking 
in their kinship which cannot be ar- 
tificially produced. It just does not 
exist, or can it. The all-important link 
in the chain is missing, and only a 
common faith can forge it. 

This is particularly true socially. A 
Christian who joins a fraternity soon 
finds it out. Some may object that if 
this argument is true, then the Chris- 
tian can do nothing but live in an ex- 
clusive society composed of other be- 
lievers. Not so; I am saying only that 
when a Christian tries to find his 
closest friends and his social life 
among non-Christians, he finds some- 
thing lacking and either does not com- 
pletely fit in or, in trying to, has to 
compromise his Christian principles. 
He is bound to have some conflict. You 
cannot mix oil and water. “You can- 
not serve God and mammon.” Like- 
wise, a true believer who pledges him- 
self into a fraternity whose members 
do not share his faith, finds it hard at 
the same time to serve and follow His 
Master, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Because the Christian cannot truth- 
fully call him brother who is a 
stranger to God’s family, he is being 
unfair and dishonest with his brother 
members if he joins a fraternal society. 
He is pledging a common social out- 
look, a common purpose, a common 
aim, and a common life when this is 
not true at all. Without being negative 
in his attitudes, he cannot condone or 
join in all the frat activities. On Sat- 
urday night, instead of going to the 
frat party or dance, he will probably 
take part in some activity of his IVCF 
chapter. His Sundays will be spent 
differently. Soon he will be set apart 
from the others. He may conclude 
finally that he should not have joined, 
and that he might have done more as 
an outsider without any compromising 
than he can as a member. 

Just before our Lord ascended up 
into heaven, He told His followers that 
they were to “be witnesses unto me” 
(Acts 1:8). And effective witnesses 
we must be if this great job is to be 
accomplished. Anything that may 
hinder or restrict our opportunities to 
witness is wrong... and joining a frat 
surely restricts one’s contacts at col- 
lege. One is automatically limited 
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thereby—for all practical purposes— 
to one small group. The center of col- 
lege becomes the fraternity house, with 
a few radiating paths to lectures and 
labs. Free time and relaxation is spent 
in the privacy and seclusion of the 
chapter house or outside with one’s 
frat brothers. 

The opposite happens when the 
Christian enters general unrestricted 
student activities. Participating in 
campus clubs, athletics; the student 
council, the college daily, brings him 
into general contact with students of 
every kind, giving him-countless op- 
portunities for witness without com- 
promise. 

Paul tells us emphatically, “Be ye 
not unequally yoked together with un- 
believers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? 
And what communion hath light with 
darkness? And what concord hath 
Christ with Belial? Or what part hath 
he that believeth with an infidel?” (II 
Corinthians 6:14-15). Paul knew what 
he was talking about when he said that 
if we get ourselves mixed up and en- 
tancled with things of the world, we 
shall lose out and never accomplish 
Christ’s purpose for us. 

That fraternities generally are 
worldly is obvious, even though some 
may be ethical and moral. But it is in- 
creasingly difficult to find morality in 
fraternities. One has but to think of 
the licentiousness, the promiscuity, the 
drunkenness that takes place in many 
frat houses to realize that morality is 
not the rule. Many promising young 
students have traveled the downward 
road as the result of their frat associa- 
tions, throwing to the winds as worth- 
less the high moral standards on which 
they were brought up—standards on 
which our present civilization will 
stand or fall. 

A Christian pledging himself into 
such association is going contrary to 
Paul’s warning against the unequal 
yoke. 

On many campuses, Christian stu- 
dents, banded together in IVCF 
groups, have a twofold aim. First, to 
witness to their fellow students of the 
saving power and grace of the Lord 
Jesus. Second, by prayer, Bible study, 
and discussion, to build up and 
strengthen their mutual faith. Here 
they find an outlet for their social 


needs, and here they find true and last- 
ing friendships. A Christian owes his 
or her allegiance to such a group, and 
the kind of loyalty expected in a fra- 
ternity. You cannot have such an alle- 
giance to two different groups. 

A university campus is the greatest 
mission field presented to young Chris- 
tians today. University students alone 
can work in this field. Never again in 
their lives will opportunities for wit- 
ness be so ripe or so real. Each Chris- 
tian student is presented with a great 
work to do and given a time limit— 
two, four, or six years—to do the job. 
So we must allow nothing in the way 
of friendships and social contacts to 
restrict us. END 


CEA LT LS LE: 
FRATERNITIES—PRO 
(Continued from page 10) 

would he be now?” The next night at 
chapter meeting, I asked for the floor 
and .preached the gospel as I never 
preached it before. They were a serious 
croup that night as they listened to the 
story of the accident and then of God’s 
wonderful grace. 

At the close of my sophomore year 
several of the members proposed that 
in the fall we start a Sunday morning 
Bible class in the fraternity house. The 
resolution passed, and thus began two 
years of rich experience and opportu- 
nity. Though Saturday night is the 
busiest of the week for the fraternity 
man, Sunday morning always found a 
group ready to study. 

On one occasion I invited my uncle 
to speak to the Bible class, and when 
the chapter had been duly impressed 
with the distance he was traveling, his 
position of importance, and his mem- 
bership in the same fraternity, they 
turned out forty strong, fully dressed 
and shaved. 

At the beginning of my senior year 
I was asked to teach the history of the 
fraternity to the chapter’s new pledges. 
At one session, to see what they knew 
about the Bible, I put an extra ques- 
tion at the end of their weekly quiz: 
“Name the four Gospels.” Out of 
twenty-eight college freshmen, only 
one could write, “Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John.” It was a good time 
to. impress on them their need of gen- 


eral study of the Bible. 
(Continued on page 17, column 1) 
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GOD, the forgotten factor 
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Many otherwise intelligent and 
capable people leave out the most 


important factor in life—God. 
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This article is a reprint 
from a radio address over 
ABC network by the 
American Council of 


Christian Churches. 
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by Allan A. MacRae 
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aes THE LORD build the house, 
*,99 


they labor in vain that build it 
(Psalm 127:la). 


We live in days of tremendous needs 
for building. Families desire to build 
homes; nations, to build better living 
conditions for their citizens; statesmen, 
to build a new world. And each one 
wants to build into his project those 
features which will make it most worth- 
while. 

Now in the plans for this building, 
one must take many factors into ac- 
count. A friend of mine wanted to 
build a house. For weeks he pored 
over drafts and blue-prints until finally 
the desired plan was selected. But he 
had overlooked an important factor. 
The zoning laws of his neighborhood 
required that the house be set a certain 
distance from the street—farther back 
than he had figured. When this was 
done a room which projected from the 
side of his house almost met a similar 
projection from the house next door. 
This meant insufficient light and pri- 
vacy for both houses. One minor fac- 
tor forgotten resulted in discomfort 
and inconvenience for two families. 


At one time I lived in a city which 
was growing rapidly but exhibited an 
appalling lack of careful planning. 
Frequently one would see a street 
which had recently been paved and 
looked like a splendid addition to the 
town. A few days later one might find 
representatives of the water department 


digging up the new street in order to 
lay water mains beneath it. An essen- 
tial factor had been overlooked, and 
as a result the street was in very poor 
condition shortly after it had been 
paved. 

Thus, in planning our lives it is vital 
that we take all the factors into con- 
sideration. Omission of one factor may 
easily lead to disaster. The verse head- 
ing this meditation points to such a 
factor—one stressed from the begin- 
ning to the end of the Bible. “Except 
the Lord build the house, they labor in 
vain that build it.” The power and 
control of God cannot be ‘left out of 
account, if we expect to build a life, 
a family, a nation, or a world, that is 
to be worthwhile. 

Our civilization has tended in recent 
years to become secularized. It has 
become quite prevalent to leave God 
altogether out of account in planning 
our lives or our world. Even when 
religion is mentioned as a factor, we 
often find on investigation that what 
is meant is merely a code of ethics or 
a general desire for helpfulness. True 
religion is much more than that. It in- 
volves recognition of the personal ac- 
tivity of God. “Except the Lord build 
the house, they labor in vain that build 
i.” 

The factor of God cannot safely be 
ignored. It is said that during the 
French Revolution, a man stood up in 
the Chamber of Deputies in Paris and, 
looking up to heaven said, “If there 








is a God in the universe, | challenge 
Him to strike me dead.” All the as- 
sembly waited tensely. Though most 
of them claimed to be atheists, few 
present would have dared to make such 
a challenge. For two minutes they 
waited. No thunderbolt came. Then 
they laughed and went on with their 
business. The very next day as the 
man was on his way to a meeting, a 
little fly flew into his eye and blinded 
him. Soon afterwards he died. God did 
not need to waste a thunderbolt on 
him. A little fly was enough to put 
an end to the man’s defiance. Many a 
small factor in life may mean the ruin 
of our plans if it goes the wrong way, 
and God controls all of these factors. 

Often we hear the term “God” used 
as a mere symbol for general well- 
being, or for the summation of the uni- 
verse, or some sort of an abstract prin- 
ciple. Even a hasty survey of the Bible 
shows that the God described there is 
not of this type at all. He is a Person 
who thinks, feels, and takes an active 
part in the affairs of this world. He 
is not like a statue that we can exam- 
ine from various sides, and depend on 
to stay quiet while we do so. He has 
thoughts and plans and purposes. His 
influence and activities show them- 
selves at many points within our lives. 
Great upheavals and mighty changes 
come because He wills them. The little 
circumstances that affect our lives at 
thousands of points are all under His 
close control. 





THE INTER-VARSITY BOOKSHELF 
(Continued from inside front cover) 
final maturity” (Way’s paraphrase of 
Hebrews 12:1-2). END 

This excerpt is from the chapter 
“Maintaining the Glow” from H. A. 
Evans Hopkins’ book “Henceforth,” 
an IVCF publication. Price. 85c. 
There is a special discount of 25 per 
cent on “Henceforth” and all other 
beoks and pamphlets published by 
IVCF, for subscribers who include 
their code number when ordering 
(shown under the subscriber address 
on magazine wrapper or back cover). 
U.S. subscribers may order from 
IVCF, 64 West Randolph. Chicago 1. 
Canadian subscribers should write to 
IVCF, 30 St. Mary. Toronto 5. for 


Canadian rates. 
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tremendous 


What a universe the 
Lord has made! Planets whirling thou- 
sands of miles through space—distant 
suns so vast they stagger the imagina- 
tion—whole galaxies of newly- discov- 
ered stars whose very existence was 
previously unsuspected—all give wit- 
ness to the matchless power of the 
Creator. 


Someone has compared this universe 
to a great fly-wheel several hundred 
feet in diameter, whirling around at a 
rate of a thousand revolutions a sec- 
ond. As this fly-wheel goes round and 
round at this tremendous speed a little 
fly is sitting on its edge and he some- 
times imagines that the fly-wheel is 
his. No great and intricate machine 
in this world comes into existence 
through pure accident. In every case 
there is a directing mind back of it, 
planning and directing it. There is 
purpose in the universe. The com- 
plexities of nature, the mighty cosmic 
forces moving in accordance with fixed 
laws, the wonderful inter-relationship 
of the various parts of the human body 

these did not come into existence 
through chance. There is a vital fac- 
tor; a directing mind who has estab- 
lished and controlled them. How can 
our plans for our lives be worth any- 
thing if they do not take into account 
this ‘mighty factor—the greatest factor 
in all the universe? 


How then shall we take this factor 
into account? Shall we, like the little 
fly on the great fly-wheel, think of 
ourselves as having created the great 
universe, and imagine that we can 
twist and change it in accordance with 
our purpose? Or shall we not rather 
try to learn what is in the mind of the 
Maker of it all? 

The Bible is the Book that tells us 
about the Creator of the universe. No 
other. book in the world gives us such 
insight into His mind, for He Himself 
is the Author of this Book. Through 
many different writers He spoke His 
Word. He led them as they thought 
and meditated. He revealed His ideas 
to them. His Holy Spirit guided 
them as they wrote down the message 
which was needed for their day. ond 
for ours. 

As we look through the Bible, we 
gain from it a picture of this great di- 
recting Mind—a God of justice, but 


a God of mercy; a God who desires 
the well-being of all creatures in His 
universe; but One who maintains such 
standards that He must inevitably pun- 
ish defiance against His laws. 

We do not read the Bible very long 
before we see that there are two atti- 
tudes which God may take toward us. 
If we are in rebellion against His 
righteousness—if we harbor sin in our 
hearts--then He is a consuming fire, 
and His Word shows how futile it is 
for us to attempt to fight against Him. 
If we are in the relation to Him which 
children bear toward a father, He is 
the source of all comfort and joy. 

It is a wonderful privilege to have 
God as our Father. Isaiah 63:9 gives 
a beautiful picture of His relation 
toward His own: “In all their afflic- 
tion he was afflicted, and the angel of 
his presence saved them: in his love 
and in his pity he redeemed them; and 
he bare them, and carried them all the 
days of old.” The man who truly 
knows and trusts God has a factor in 
all his life that means joy in the midst 
of trouble, and satisfaction in the 
midst of chaos. Though the storms 
may beat around him, he need not fear, 
for the Director of all the universe is 
his friend. 

The next verse in Isaiah 63 shows 
the other side of the picture: “But 
they rebelled, and vexed his ‘holy 
Spirit: therefore he was turned to be 
their enemy, and he fought against 
them.” 

It is useless to try to fight against 
God. Only misery can result. Man in 
a state of rebellion against God is 
hopelessly ruined. Only by uncondi- 
tional surrender can he avoid utter 
disaster. 

The Bible has the answer to this 
problem which faces every human be- 
ing. God has provided a means of re- 
demption. He has sent His unique Son, 
to be the propitiation for the sins of 
all who will believe on Him—of all 
who take Him as Saviour and Lord. 

Are you living in defiance of God? 
Are you omitting from your planning 
this most vital of all factors? Or have 
you received a new life through Jesus 
Christ? Are you one who knows and 
loves God, and receives comfort and 
blessing from His Word? “Except the 
Lord build the house, they labor in 
vain that build it.” END 
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, Lost week él 


or. how not to treat a speaker 





by Joseph T. Bayly 


(SIMILARITY TO ACTUAL GROUPS AND PER- 
SONS IS—UNFORTUNATELY—NOT PURELY CO- 
INCIDENTAL, ) 


D.. LONG-SUFFERING glanced at his 
watch and closed the book. Collecting 
the notes scattered over his desk, he 
placed them in the case with his Bible, 
pajamas, toilet kit and fresh clothes. 

Just enough time to get to Grand 
Central. Let’s see those reservations 
again—yes, leaves at 10:31. Sorry I 
had to go Pullman. Hate to add any 
more expense than necessary for those 
kids. But I just couldn’t spare more 
than the week end. 


He tugged at the scarf to tighten it 
as the wind rushed past the 116th 
Street subway platform on its way to 
New Lots Avenue. 

Lousy weather. Have to watch out 
about using that word — not so good. 
Downtown express. Must call Marge 
before I leave. Wonder how Danny’s 
ear is. Too bad I couldn’t make it 
home for supper and back . . . come 
to think of it, I haven't had any. May- 
be at Grand Central ... 

Up the stairs, through the turnstile. 
Past the lockers. 

Ten-ten. Plenty of time. There’s a 


phone, RI-8-9/43. 


15 





“Hello, Marge. On my way now... 
No, I’m stopping at the Nedick’s stand 
for a bite before I go. How’s Danny? 
. . . Sorry I have to leave you alone 
when he’s sick, dear. . . . Yes, I will. 
And pray for the meetings this week 
end at the University “Bye, dearest.” 

“Toasted cheese and coffee, please. 
No? Well, hot dog and coffee I guess.” 

Ten-twenty. Just time to check in. 

“Upper 4, Porter. Call me at 6.” 

Must have four or five freight cars 
on train. Let’s see, two-thirty. It’s 
sure hard to sleep ... that hot dog. 

Four o'clock. Forty freight cars. 

“Umm? Whaddaya say? Six al- 
ready? Thanks, porter. No I won't 
need the ladder .. . ” 

As the train roared out of sight he 
looked around uncertainly. No one 
within sight. At least not on the plat- 
form. He walked toward the station. 

And I thought New York was cold! 
The clicking telegraph key and hissing 
radiator were the only sounds in the 
station as he entered. 


Talk about hot! Ticket agents must 
have capacity for heat unmatched in 
other occupations . . . Wonder if I 
should have included that Screwtape 
quotation in one of my messages. No 
one here but that guy lying on the 
bench. Hardly the university type. 
Let’s see, where is that letter. . . . No 
mention of anyone meeting me or 
where to go from the station. Oh well, 
Pll call up that fellow—Forethought 
—who wrote to me. ... No mention 
of his telephone number I see. Only 
thing to do, call Registrar’s Office and 
get his number 

“May I please have John Fore- 
thought’s number? . . . Thank you.” 

“6-5-4-6.” Second nickel. “John 
Forethought, pleasé. . . . Well, when 
do you expect him in? . — About ten 
tonight? No, don’t bother. Ill prob- 
ably see him before then. Thanks.” 

I hope so... . Might as well go out 
for breakfast. Wonder how Danny is. 

On the street he looked in both di- 
rections. 

That cafe looks decent. Stomach of 
mine sure is acting up. Maybe some 
breakfast. 

“Scrambled eggs, coffee, and toast.” 

Inter-Varsity idea a good one. Wish 
wed had it when I was in school. 
Good coffee. 


Back at the station he sat down on 
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the bench farthest from the steam radi- 
ator. Took out his Bible and began to 
read. Removed his overcoat. His head 
began to nod. 

Nine-thirty! Have I looked stupid 
sleeping here with a Bible open on my 


lap! You'd think that fellow Fore- 
thought or some of his afterthoughts 
in that Inter-Varsity chapter would 
know what time the New York train 
arrives. Or else, would have told me 
in the letter where to go when I ar- 
rived. It’s a cinch I can’t spend the 
day here in the station. 

*6-5-4-6 John Forethought, 
please. He’s not? Thanks.” 

Only thing to do is go up to the 
campus. But where? 

“Driver, is there some sort of stu- 
dent union building up on the cam- 
pus? Yes, that’s probably it. Will 
you take me there, please.” 

Nice lounge. Wonder if there’s a 


° phone. 
“6-5-4-6 . . . I don’t suppose John 
Forethought? . . . Oh, I’m sorry.” 


*6-5-4-6 ... Is this 6546? Has John 
Forethought come in yet? Well if he 
does, will you tell him Dr. Long-Suf- 
fering—yes, Ill wait until you get 
some paper ... Dr. Long-Suffering has 
arrived and will be in the lounge of 
the student union. Thanks.” 


Hope they can recognize me. 

The morning passed. Two casual 
conversations with G.I. students and 
one with a freshman were interesting. 
He hoped he had been a help to them. 

Sure wish I could have told those 
fellows where and when these meetings 
I’m to speak at are to be held. You'd 
think Forethought would have... 

At one o’clock he went down to the 
soda fountain for a sandwich and 
malted, hurrying back to his position 
in the lounge immediately afterward. 

“Excuse me, but are you Dr. Strong- 
Luffering ?” 

“Il am. Long-Suffering, that is. And 
you are John Forethought, I suppose?” 

“No, John had lab, so he sent me. 
My name is Harry. We've been look- 
ing all over for you.” 

All over where? 

“I’m so sorry to have caused you all 
this trouble, Harry.” 

Now why in the world did I say 
that? 

“Oh, that’s all right. Do you have a 
place to stay tonight?” 


Man! What do they expect? 

“Er... no, I hadn’t got around to 
finding a place. Uh, is there a hotel?” 

“Oh, that’s fine. You see we have a 
place tentatively lined up for you. 
You wait here while I call the lady 
and see if it’s O.K.” 

“All right, Harry.” 

Wonder if this is typical of the 
whole university or just of the Inter- 
Varsity or just of John and Harry? 

“The woman didn’t have definite 
word about the room so she rented it. 
Oh well, we'll find a sack for you 
somewhere tonight. Let’s see — two- 
thirty. We’d better hurry—the meet- 
ing’s at three.” 

Two meetings and seven hours later 
Dr. Long-Suffering was taken to his 
room. 

Too bad I missed spending those 
five hours this morning and early af- 
ternoon with the students. 

Sleep soon came. 

In the morning he found out from 
his landlady that no arrangement had 
been made as to paying for the room. 
So he paid her the three dollars. 

Sunday was full of activity. Meet- 
ings, conversations with students. 

After the final meeting John Fore- 
thought came to Dr. Long-Suffering. 

“Sorry I must run off. Young 
people’s at the church, you know. 
Think you can find your way back to 
the station?” 

“Certainly, John.” 

“You won’t have long to wait for 
your train, will you? You'd be wel- 
come to go to young people’s with me.” 

“No, John. I think I'll stick around 
the union building a while to talk to 
any students who come.” 

. . . The following day it was rain- 
ing in New York as he came out of the 
subway entrance He had a vile head- 
ache. He went home earlier than usual. 

There was no letter from the Uni- 
versity Christian Fellowship that day. 
But of course it was too soon. 

Nor was there any letter that week, 
or the next. And there was no check 
even, to pay for the 600-mile railroad 
trip, or the night’s lodging, or the 
meals, or the taxi, or the telephone 
calls, or the subway. 

No check ever came. 

A letter came, about a year later: 
“Dear Dr. Long-Suffering: We greatly 
appreciated your speaking to us a year 
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ago. Would you be able to come to the 
university the week end of .. .” 


“Dear John: I greatly regret that . .” 
... And other Inter-Varsity groups 
heard that he was an excellent speaker 
with a real message—but unavailable. 
END 


RU RAR SE ANE: 2 DIE EEE RAI OLED EAE TEI SEE 


Fraternities—Pro 
(Continued from page 12) 


All through the four years I was im- 
pressed that most fraternity men have 
a moral code which includes much of 
the fruit of the Spirit of Galatians 
5:22-23. But the test of the unguarded 
hour or adverse situation proves their 
code almost worthless, because it is en- 
forced only by will power and not by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

For instance, one member, after re- 
jecting the gospel, said to me, “I be- 
lieve in the Golden Rule: love your 
neighbor as yourself.” A week later, 
after a few beers, he announced, “I’m 
gonna kill Bill Hurst.” Before anyone 
realized he was serious, he had gone 
to the kitchen, found a meat cleaver, 
and started up the stairs. Only the 


Tips 


How About Remuneration? 


1. If you cannot afford to pay the 
speaker’s expenses from money already 
in the treasury or assuredly in hand by 
the time of the meeting, you should not 
invite an out-of-town speaker. (Possi- 
ble exceptions: if the speaker is re- 
lated to someone in your group, is an 
alumnus of your chapter, or has pre- 
viously expressed his willingness to 
come without remuneration for ex- 
penses. ) 

2. These expenses should be cov- 
ered: railroad fare including berth if 
necessary, automobile expenses if he 
drives, taxi, streetcar, meals portal to 
portal, room. 

3. Let the speaker know in your ini- 
tial letter that you plan to cover his 
expenses. Also let him know whether 
there will be an additional small gift 
or not. 

4. Be rather consistent in the matter 
of honoraria. Budget this expense. 
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concerted efforts of everyone in the 
house and the use of hypodermic in- 
jections and a strait-jacket from the 
hospital across the street saved Hurst’s 
life. 

In the fraternity house I found in- 
stead of real joy, constant searching 
after fleeting pleasures; in place of 
peace, restlessness and worry. For 
longsuffering there were short tempers 
and bitter words; in place of gentle- 
ness, there was verbal abuse of the 
house servants; in place of consistent 
goodness, there were frequent abuses 
—even to immorality in the living 
room. Where there should have been 
faithfulness to studies, there were class 
cuts; meekness was often lost behind 
a cocksure attitude and open boasting; 
and temperance was frequently 
drowned in the flow of liquor. 

The men’s intentions are good, but 
their performance is bad. Right there 
lies the Christian’s great opportunity, 
for when men see a life rising above 
the temptations to which they succumb 
they can’t help wondering about the 
new life in Christ and its secret to vic- 
tory over evil. 

Perhaps you are thinking that you 


couldn’t associate yourself with a 
group like that. Maybe you'd rather 
live in a boarding house where you 
need not know much about those 
around you—or in a Christian house. 
But what would this world be like if 
no one would deign to perform the 
menial tasks of mopping floors, sweep- 
ing streets, emptying garbage cans, 
washing latrines? That work has to 
be done and in God’s economy we are 
the appointed servants to help clean 
up the moral filth of mankind. He has 
no hands but our hands. 

But if you mean that you couldn’t 
join because you are afraid you are 
not a strong enough Christian to stand 
the test, perhaps you need to lean 
harder on God’s promise to hold His 
servants up and make them stand (Ro- 
mans 14:4). Indeed, He has given us 
a royal armor sufficient to ward off 
every wile of the devil (Ephesians 
6:11-17). 

God has set us each one as lights to 
shine in dark places. If He should 
give you the privilege, then, to be a 
light in the darkness of a fraternity 
house, don’t disappoint Him by hiding 
your lamp under a bushel. END 


on treating speakers 


5. Never fail to live up to a finan- 
cial arrangement. 


(These suggestions do not apply to 
campus visits by staff members of 


the IVCF.) 


Corresponding With Speakers 


IN THE FIRST LETTER inviting him to 
speak, let him know: 

a. Date and time of meeting at 
which you want him to speak. 

b. Length of speaking time at each 
meeting. 

c. The purpose of the meeting and 
the approximate number of students 
who will attend. 

d. Financial arrangements. Be com- 
pletely clear on this point so there will 
be no misunderstanding. 

IN THE SECOND LETTER confirming his 
acceptance give further information: 

a. Subjects ur field you would like 
him to cover, going into more detail 
as to your objectives. 


b. Type of students in your group. 
Will there be non-Christians present 
at the meeting? Is your group made 
up mostly of undergrads? Women as 
well as men? 

c. Any relevant information that 
may help him in planning his mes- 
sages. 

d. Location and time of first meet- 
ing. 

e. Clear directions as to how to 
reach meeting place, or where you will 
meet him. Arrangements for meals, 
overnight lodging where necessary. 

f. Telephone number for him to call 
in emergency. 

THEN A WEEK BEFORE the meeting send 
a postal card as a final reminder of 
the engagement. 

JUST. BEFORE HE LEAVES give him a 
check for the previously mentioned fi- 
nancial arrangements, in an envelope. 
FOLLOW THIS UP the next week with a 
letter thanking him for coming. 
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Tas OF WHAT caused brilliant Henry 
Martyn to leave Cambridge and all the 
attractions of British culture for a 
mission in India was the reading of 
David Brainerd’s diary. 

New Zealand’s first Christian mis- 
sionary, Samuel Marsden, was likewise 
inspired by Brainerd’s life story, as 
was William Carey, missionary to In- 
dia. Men like John and Charles Wes- 
ley, Robert Murray McCheyne, and 
Adoniram Judson have been spurred 
on by this one man’s unfaltering zeal 
for souls. John Wesley said, “Let 
every preacher read carefully over the 
Life of David Brainerd. Let us be fol- 
lowers of him, as he was of Christ, in 
absolute self-devotion, in total dead- 
ness to the world, and in fervent love 
to God and man.” 

All young David Brainerd’s life is 
summed up in a desire to follow a 
rigid pattern of sobriety and piety. 
This was encouraged by his pastor, 
with whom he went to live when he 
was twenty. Mr. Fiske urged him to 
associate only with restrained older 
folk, and this David did. 

Everything. seemed one_ incessant 
struggle. There were days of satisfac- 
tion when he felt God would surely be 
pleased. Other days he saw himself 
as completely black and_ wicked. 
Seized by introversion, he spent hours 
examining his thoughts, intentions, and 
motives. Sometimes he had no feeling 
about his sins; again his sin was so 
vivid that at one time, while walking 
alone, he became almost panic-stricken 
lest the earth open and cover him be- 
fore he could reach home. 

Still in a state of spiritual turmoil, 


One short 
ile for God 


by Hallaren King 


he entered Yale College (later Yale 
University). There he was torn—as 
are many devout Christian students— 
between a zeal for religious service 
and a desire to immerse himself com- 
pletely in study. 

When, in his sophomore year, a re- 
ligious awakening swept New Haven, 
Brainerd often gathered with his col- 
lece friends to discuss spiritual mat- 
ters. In youthful zeal, they apparently 
became overcritical of other Christians 
until it was reported that David had 
spoken of one of the tutors in a derog- 
atory manner; as a result, he was 
asked to leave school. 

Already touched by pain and sick- 
ness, tossed about in the maelstrom of 
his emotions, David Brainerd was 
slowly being shaped and refined in the 
fire of experience—experience guided 
by the hand of God. 

From college he went to live with 
the Rev. Mr. Mills of Ripton, Connecti- 
cut, to further prepare for the minis- 
try. He received his license to preach 
when he was twenty-four. 


But soon it became evident that a 
regular pastorate was not for him. His 
special field was to be among the In- 
dians in New York, Pennsylvania, 
and New Jersey. And the next few 
years of his diary and journal report 
the saved souls of ragged, unhappy 
heathen rising as a living memorial to 
a life that was slowly dying away. 

That it was David Brainerd’s burn- 
ing desire that “his” people, the In- 
dians, come to know the Lord as per- 
sonal Saviour is evident everywhere, 
both in the way he lived and in his 
personal writings. “Visited my In- 


dians in the morning, and attended 
upon a funeral among them; was af- 
fected to see their heathenish practices. 
Oh, that they might be turned from 
darkness to light!” 

At times only a few came to hear 
him preach, but he carried on. “To an 
eye of reason, everything that respects 
the conversion of the heathen is as 
dark as midnight; and yet I cannot 
but hope in God for the accomplish- 
ment of something glorious among 
them.” 

The remaining few years of his life, 
Brainerd still fought the oppressive 
moods that weighed him down for days 
at a time. “Rode to Stockbridge. Had 
some refreshing meditations by the 
way, but was barren, wandering, and 
lifeless much of the day. Thus my 
days roll away, with but little done for 
God; and this is my burden.” There 
were periods when he totally despised 
himself, “Oh, my meanness, folly, ig- 
norance, and inward pollution!” 

But in spite of fiery trials of emo- 
tional depression and flagging health, 
he progressed indomitably in preach- 
ing the Word and wrote often of the 
Lord’s strengthening power. 

His life adhered rigidly to service 
for and devotion to God. On January 
6, 1744, he wrote: “I set apart this day 
for fasting and prayer, neither eating 
nor drinking from evening to evening, 
beseeching God to have mercy on me. 
I longed for resignation to His will 
and mortification to all things here be- 
low. My mind was greatly fixed on 
divine things; my resolutions for a life 
of mortification, continual watchful- 


(Continued on page 30, column 3) 
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Saturday, October 1 

MattHew 21:1-22 (1) Read_ back- 
ground and the other accounts of the 
triumphal entry for a full picture: 
Zech. 9:9, Mark 11, Luke 19 and John 
12. (2) What is the central thought of 
this entry? (3) For a full story of the 
Temple and its dedication as a house 
of prayer, read I Kings 8 and II 
Chron. 6. What attitude is exhibited 
by the sellers—in the knowledge of 
the Temple’s use? Do today’s church 
bazaars and sales remind us of this 
scene? If tithing and true spiritual 
worship were practised, would such 
sales be necessary? (4) What lesson 
was the cursing of the tree meant to 
give? List the requirements for an- 
swered prayer beginning here and in- 
cluding Matt. 7:7-11; John 15:7; I 
John 5:14-15. 


Sunday, October 2 
MaTTHEW 21:23-46 (1) Trace the 
pattern of the Lord’s logical indict- 
ment of the priests and leaders for 
their unbelief, in this section. How 
did He gain the upper hand in this 
“battle of wits” and take the offensive 
from these men who were merely 
(2) What revelations of them- 
selves did He show them? (3) Lead- 
ers are guided largely by the force of 
public opinion. With this knowledge 
(v. 46; Luke 19:48). notice the lack 
of immediate action by the leaders and 
the course of their planning—so that 
at the trial of Jesus, the mob was 
against Him and “for” the priests and 
elders. 
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Monday, October 3 

MaTTHew 22:1-14 (1) What is the 
central thought of this passage? Cp. 
with Acts 3:19-21. (2) What disquali- 
fied the guest without the wedding gar- 
ment? See Rom. 10:1-3 and 3:19. If 
we and our fellow-classmates do not 
have the garments of the righteousness 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, may we ex- 


pect to enter into the wedding to 
which He will invite us? (3) What 


great warning does the Lord give to 
“invited” guests who are merely pro- 
fessing guests? 


Tuesday, October 4 

MatTHEW 22:15-46 (1) Notice the 
Lord’s methods—how that all Israel 
is answered by a process of “dividing 
and conquering.” If Christ could an- 
swer all His religious antagonists— 
the ritualists, the rationalists, and the 
worldlings of His day—is He not suf- 
ficient to meet all objectors today, 
also? (2) Again notice His methods— 
His divine logic and the Scriptures. 
In all temptations which He encoun- 
tered, Christ’s reliance for defense was 
the Word. What can we learn for 
ourselves from this? What is our best 
“apologetic” ? 


Wednesday, October 5 

MaTTHEW 23:1-22. What was the mo- 
tive of these Pharisees, (who were as 
pious as Uriah Heep was humble) ? 
Had anyone ever exposed them so 
thoroughly or effectively or with 
greater authority? (2) Was this de- 
nunciation a form of religious intol- 
erance, as some claim? Contrast this 
with mere human intolerance. How 


can we “expose” the evils of other be- 
liefs, and in what spirit? (3) Note 
especially v. 3—Christ’s thorough in- 
dictment of the system that they did 
not practice what they preached and 
vv. 8-10 giving the order and basis for 
authority. 


Thursday, October 6 
MatTHew 23:23-39 (1) Which prin- 
ciples of morality and ethics were im- 
portant to the Pharisees? Which were 
unimportant? If they “missed the 
mark” of God’s righteousness in these 
standards, how did they do it? (2) 
Trace God’s final judgment—“‘all have 
sinned” —in these verses. (3) In v. 36 
let us take warning, too, for the de- 
struction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. ful- 
filled these words. Will the evils of 
the generations of human, Gentile 
rule not also be judged—and soon? Is, 
or has any nation under the sun been 
better than Israel? (4) In any other 
world religion is there the mercy or 


hope extended as the Lord does in wv. 
37, 39? 


Friday, October 7 


MaTTHew 24:1-28 (1) Read chs. 24 
and 25 together with Luke 21 for a 
more complete picture. (2) What 
three questions did the disciples ask? 
Find answer to first in Luke 21:20-24 
and to other two in vv. 4-33. (3) List 
the predictions that Christ makes. How 
many signs of the coming of the Lord 
and of the end of the age, as in this 
passage, can we find being fulfilled 
these days? (4) What are the great 
warnings of this passage? How do 
they apply to me, to other Christians 


and to non-Christians ? 


Saturday, October 8 

MattTHew 24:29-51 (1) From wv. 29- 
31 what do we find of the manner of 
the coming of the Son of Man? Cp. 
with Fzek. 32:7-8 and Zech. 12:10. 
(2) In v. 34 substitute “race” for 
“veneration” for a clear meaning. (3) 
What solemn comparisons are made 
from vv. 36-44? (4) From v. 45, a 
section of parables begins relating to 
world Christendom before the Son of 
Man comes. What attitude began the 
corruption of the evil servant? What 
warning should that be to us? 
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Sunday, October 9 

MattruHew 25:1-13 (1) This ch. gives 
further information even beyond an- 
swering the disciples’ questions and 
sign-seeking. a) It gives how many 
aspects or tests of the Lord’s return? 
b) Cp. the wise virgins to the believers 
of Col. 1:12-14. c) How valid a pro- 
fession had the foolish virgins made? 
(2) Without the oil (which symbolizes 
the Holy Spirit in Scripture) or the 
Lord’s recognition, how could the fool- 
ish virgins gain entrance into His 
Kingdom? (3) How many people on 
campus or anywhere today are “hang- 
ers-on” — professing something that 
will not stand the test of His return? 
What am I doing to warn them? 


Monday, October 10 

MaTTHEW 25:14-30. Remembering that 
this section deals with the testing of 
the servants: (1) According to v. 15 
what do you find was the basis of the 
distribution of the talents? (2) What 
was the principle characteristic re- 
quired—faithfulness or shrewdness in 
handling finance? Notice the wording 
of the two commendations. What does 
the Lord look for in us—conscientious- 
ness, steadiness, obedience and alert- 
ness to opportunity, or a spectacular 
career in Christianity? (3) What was 
the basic attitude of the third servant 
which proved his downfall ? 


Tuesday, October 11 


MaTtTHEew 25:31-46. In this great 
prophetic section, the Lord at His re- 
turn gives the tests of His judgment 
upon the political systems of the 
world. Contrast this judgment with 
that in Revelation 20:11-15 and cp. 
with Joel 3:11-16. (1) What is the 
basis of judgment? (2) Who are the 
principals in this drama? Where will 
Canada and the United States stand? 
As Christian citizens of these nations 
are we following these precepts and 
being an example for people to imi- 
tate, or to praise God for? 


Wednesday, October 12 

MaTTHEW 26:1-16 (1) In v. 2 note 
His use of the present tense “is.” What 
other marks of His Deity does Christ 
manifest? (2) In the story of vv. 6-13 
we are told that as compared with the 


ordinary anointing of hospitality 
which was common, the Lord’s words 
in v. 12 indicate that Mary of Bethany 
(see John 12) grasped the repeated 
prophecies of His death. Have we lis- 
tened to His words and done service 
for Him thereafter so that v. 13 could 
in even a small measure be applied to 
us? Do we so abide in Him that we 
give our costliest possession gladly to 
Him, or do we as the disciples think 
only of material values? (3) Is there 
any sadder story in human history 
than vv. 14-16? See John 12:5-6 for 
a foreshadowing of the heart attitude 
of Judas. Read the prophecies of this 
act in John 6:64 and Zech. 11:12. What 
price did Judas get? Cp. with Ex. 
21:32 to fit in with the analogy of 
Christ as our Servant-Saviour ? 


Thursday, October 13 
MaTTHEw 26: 17-35 (1) What did the 


feast of unleavened bread (the pass- 
over) symbolize? Read Ex. 12 for the 
first instance. How did Jesus Christ 
become in truth the passover for us? 
(2) How could Judas be so casual in 
this instance of betrayal, having lived 
and walked and talked with the Incar- 
nate Love? Read John 6:70-71. How 
many are there today who like Judas 
and the Pharisees having spurned His 
love openly, betray and crucify Him 
afresh in an apostasy grosser than 
described in Heb. 6:4-6? (3) What 
is the central thought in the institution 
of this Supper? Had mankind ever 
heard of such remission of sins that so 
completely separated the sinner there- 
after from his sins or sinful nature? 
(4) Read Peter’s declaration carefully. 
Recall similar personal declarations 
and then retain this for the next sec- 
tion. 


Friday, October 14 


MATTHEW 26:36-56 (1) In the section 
of vv. 36-47 what is history’s greatest 
declaration of submission to God’s 
will? Cp. and contrast with Job’s 
(Job 1:20-21; 2:9-10), with Paul’s (II 
Cor. 12:8-9), with your own. (2) Con- 
sidering the Lord’s anguish over sin, 
can we say we share His attitude 
toward it, or do we, like the disciples, 
sleep? (3) What teaching does the 
Lord give in v. 41 regarding the power 
of prayer and watching? List several 


reasons why it is more difficult to 
“watch and pray” than to participate 
in any other Christian service? Is it 
possible that Satan bends every effort 
to hinder us from prayer that we may 
become defeated and powerless? Is it 
possible we fail to pray for others or 
our IVCF because there is less public 
acclaim to this than in leading the 
chapter meeting? (4) Recalling wv. 
33 and 35, read vv. 40, 43, 51, 56b, 69- 
75. How quickly did the fall of the 
disciples with Peter occur after their 
self-dependent declarations? What is 
the lesson for us? Notice, too, the pro- 
gression of the denials to the climax, 
remembering that sin is subtle and 
progressive. 


Saturday, October 15 

MaTTHEW 26:57-75 (1) In this trial 
who was Lord of the proceedings? 
Why? (2) What illegalities were per- 
formed in that trial? (3) In this story 
of Peter’s denial is it possible that his 
dependence upon self caused it? Cp. 
his lack of prayer in vv. 40-41 with 
this subsequent lack of power. (4) 
What should our attitude be toward 
Peter here and the Peters of today— 
scorn, holier-than-thou-snobbery, pity, 
prayerful forgiveness? What was our 
Lord’s (Mark 16:7; John 21:15-17) ? 
Note that the merciful Lord who called 
Judas, “friend” in v. 50, completely 
forgives Peter. 


Sunday, October 16 

MatrHew 27:1-26 (1) Of what value 
was Judas to the world? What has his 
name meant through the ages? How 
many like him — for the price of 
slavery to power, greed, or money— 
likewise die in remorse, having be- 
trayed the Lord? What solemn warn- 
ing is Judas of a man who lets Satan 
be master? (2) In this court scene 
what force was operative that placed 
the prosecutor as defendant and the 
accused as the accuser? (3) Why was 
Pilate’s action of v. 24 inadequate to 
save Christ, or himself? (4) How has 
history been fulfilled by v. 25? 


Monday, October 17 
MatTTHeEw 27:27-61 (1) Trace the cul- 


mination of the hatred and cruelty 
that is human nature in the acts of the 
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Jews and Gentiles in this crucifixion. 
Cp. with Isa. 1:2-5. (2) What is the 
significance of the death of Jesus 
Christ? Which aspect is important— 
the physical or the spiritual? What 
does it mean to God? What does it 
mean to me? See Rom. 5:10 and I 
John 2:2. What does His death mean 
to IVCF? (3) In v. 50 the original 
and literal version, ‘“‘He dismissed His 
spirit,” means what? (4) Trace the 
testimonies to the uniqueness of His 
death from vv. 51-61. Why was the 
veil no longer necessary in the Tem- 
ple? (See Exod. 26:31-33; Lev. 16: 
1-15; Heb. 9:3-8; 10:19-22). (5) 
Even though he had not been a spec- 
tacularly active follower, notice the 
faithfulness at this point of Joseph, 
the Arimathean. 


Tuesday, October 18 

MaTTHEW 27:62—28:10 (1) How 
could the religious leaders have helped 
better to prove the resurrection of 
Christ than by their acts here? Notice 
how their supreme error fulfilled their 
worst fears of v. 64b. (2) As His 
death “rent” the Temple veil notice 
how in 28:1 His resurrection “ends” 
the Sabbath and so establishes Sunday. 
(3) What does His resurrection mean 
to mankind and all of human history? 
(4) How does His appearance affect 
those who love Him and those who are 
not His own? Why is there such 
power in “fear not ye”? 


Wednesday, October 19 

MattHew 28:11-20 (1) Which is 
easier to believe: the Resurrection or 
the story of the Jews? Trace the de- 
tails and the discrepancies of their 
story. (2) Cp. this commission of the 
Lord with His other commissions in 
Luke 24:46-49, John 20:21, Acts 1:8. 
What is this commission? What is the 
assurance that Christ gives to His dis- 
ciples with it? After 1,900 years has 
their force diminished? Are we today 
less constrained or less privileged to 
fulfill His commission to us? 


Thursday, October 20 

II Kincs 15 (1) The seeming mystery 
of God’s smiting Azariah (or Uzziah), 
who had done that which was right in 
the sight of the Lord, is solved by 
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II Chron. 26:16-21. Cp. Ezek. 33:18 
and pray for grace to continue pleasing 
God until the end of your life. (2) 
What definite promise and prophecy of 
God to Jehu is fulfilled in 15:8-10 
(see 10:30)? Review the character 
of the kings in his succession: Jehoahaz 
(13:2), Jehoash (13:11), Jeroboam 
(14:24), Zachariah (15:9). In the 
light of this record meditate on II Tim. 
2:13, “If we are faithless, yet He 
abideth faithful.” (3) How many dis- 
tinct dynasties troubled Israel between 
the murder of Zachariah and the mur- 
derous accession of Hoshea, Israel’s 
last king? Under him God’s judgment 
finally fell upon the nation (17:6). 


Friday, October 21 


II Kincs 16 (1) Whose examples did 
the young king Ahaz find it more agree- 
able to follow than the example of his 
own father and great ancestor David? 
Am I bound by my heredity? Am I 
unconsciously conforming to the pat- 
tern of this world or consciously seek- 
ing to pattern my life after the example 
of Him who gave me life? See I Pet. 
2:21. (2) Trace the downward steps 
of Ahaz: committed sin (v.3), made 
wrong friends (v.7), led into false wor- 
ship (v.10). How do my friends affect 
my attitude toward God? (3) Con- 
trast the obsequiousness of Urijah 
(v.16) with the attitude of Peter and 
others in Acts 5:29. A mutilated gos- 
pel is no more pleasing to God than a 
mutilated temple. Beware of “cutting 
off,” “removing” and “taking away” 
from God’s ordained order. 


Saturday, October 22 
Il Kincs 17:1-23 (1) God’s threats 


are never empty ones. “As he had said 
by all his servants the prophets” 
(v.23), so He did at last in turning 
Israel out of the land He had given 
them. Secular historians may explain 
this in terms of Assyria’s power, but 
how does the Word of God account for 
it? (2) Israel had been signally 
blessed of God (v.7), especially as the 
recipient of His holy laws. Cp. Hos. 
8:12. What was their outstanding fail- 
ure (vv.15, 16, 19)? Vv. 7-23 make 
it very clear for which particular sin 
God was rejecting Israel. Whose stat- 
utes had more appeal (vv.8, 19)? Do 
the commands of God mean more to 
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me than the demands of custom and | 
family and fashion? Remember we 
can only remain in God’s favor if we | 


are in the pathway of obedience (John | 
15:10). 


Sunday, October 23 4 
II Kincs 17:24-41 (1) Although Israel | 
had to be removed out of God’s sight, 
yet His eye was still on the land | 
(v.25). Observe how quickly the trans- | 
planted nations recognized judgment | 
as from Jehovah. What kind of re- ‘ 
ligion could a priest from Israel, one 
who chose to live in Bethel (I Kings | 
12:28-29), teach others? Cp. Amos | 
4:4. (2) What was the result of such 
teaching? What impossible conjunc: | 
tion of opposite goals did they attempt 
(v.33)? Of what words of Christ are 
we thus reminded (Matt. 6:24)? Can 
it be said of me that I fear the Lord 
and am a slave to my own secret de- 
sires for advancement and admiration? 
(3) One thing this chapter emphasizes: 
it was for breaking the first command- 
ment that Israel was rejected. Mark 
every reference to this. Am I keeping 
the first and great commandment 
(Matt. 22:36-40) ? 


Monday, October 24 


II Kincs 18:1-25 (1) Consider the 
position of Judah politically when 
Hezekiah came to the throne. Assyria 
had grown great, conquered nation af- 
ter nation and before long (v.9) over- 
came the ten tribes of Israel. At such 
a time, note the outstanding charac- 
teristic of Hezekiah. Is this true of 
me also and “at all times”? Cp. Ps. 
62:8. (2) Is a time of national peril 


EVERY MORNING ... 


After you have finished answering ead 
day’s specific questions, review by answeri 
these important queries: 

1. Is there any example for me to seek 
follow by God’s help? 

2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 

3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or 
forsake? 

4. Is there a promise for me to claim; 
so, what are its conditions? 

5. What does this passage teach me (H 
illustration or statement) about Jesus Chris 
God, myself, His will for my life? 








6. Is there something in this passage whid 
should be my prayer for today? 




























a fit time for spiritual reform? What 
were Hezekiah’s reforms? Contrast 
vv. 6 and 12. Why do you think his 
people so readily followed him? Do 
I let up a little in obeying what I 
know to be God’s will during days of 
“unusual stress”? (3) Rab-shakeh sug- 
gests three sources for Hezekiah’s con- 
fidence; a. his own resources; b. 
Egypt; c. the Lord. How does he seek 
to prove in each case the fallacy of 
such trust? 


Tuesday, October 25 


II Kincs 18:26-19:7 (1) Rab-shakeh 
continues his attempt to undermine 
Judah’s confidence in God. To do this, 
whom does he exalt in blasphemous 
contrast? Whom does he compare in 
blasphemous similarity? Beware of 
those who would degrade our God in 
any way. Satan knows that without 
fullest confidence in Him as all-power- 
ful, we are doomed to spiritual defeat. 
(2) Instead of consulting merely his 
council-of-war concerning Assyria’s 
threat, what did Isaiah do? When I 
ask others to pray (v.4), does that re- 
lieve me of the same necessity? (3) 
Observe carefully Hezekiah’s chief rea- 
son in sending to Isaiah (v.4). Cp. 
vv. 16, 19. Think over Ps. 70:4b. Is 
this the impelling motive of my pray- 
ing? 


Wednesday, October 26 


Il Kincs 19:8-37 (1) In response to 
Hezekiah’s trust, God had turned back 
the Assyrian host (v.8). Now came a 
further testing of his faith (v.10). If, 
I am tempted to explain a spiritual de- 
liverance God has given in human 
terms alone, remember it is that great 
deceiver, Satan himself, who is forever 
seeking to undermine faith in God. 
With v. 10 cp. Gen. 3:4-5. (2) What 
is the significant contrast between the 
descriptions of God in vv. 10 and 15? 
(3) It is thrilling to read history in 
the light of prophecy—we see not only 
God’s fulfillment of events foretold 
(vv. 35-37) but also God’s, explanation 
of the rise and fall of nations. In 
vv. 25-28 how does God account for 
the rise and fall of Assyria? Observe 


the important “therefore’s”. Cp. Isa. 
10:5-15. 
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Thursday, October 27 


II Kincs 20 (1) It seems to have been 
during the Assyrian siege that Hez- 
ekiah fell sick (vv.1, 6). Perhaps God’s 
message to him (v.1) was a further 
testing of his faith. What did Hezekiah 
ask? Did he ask God to reverse His 
decision? Cp. I Pet. 4:19. (2) What 
is the significance of the term “the cap- 
tain of my people” in connection with 
Hezekiah’s restoration? Careful com- 
parison of v. 6 with 21:1 would indi- 
cate he had no son at this time. There- 
fore David’s God (v.5) would spare 
him to beget children to keep the royal 
succession unbroken according to His 
promise to David. “None of us liveth 
to himself” alone. (3) See II Chron. 
32:25-31 for Hezekiah’s sin in display- 
ing his possessions. They came to in- 
quire of the “wonder” (v. 11). Am I 
more eager to acquaint others with my 
earthly treasures than with my wonder- 


ful God? 


Friday, October 28 


IsatAH 1 (1) Isaiah appeals to the 
whole universe to listen to his message, 
v. 2; is he justified in so doing? What 
obligations rest upon the hearers of so 
important a message (Matt. 28:19; II 
Tim. 4:2)? (2) Some people fail in 
the exams of life because they miss the 
lectures of Professor Ox and Dr. Ass, 
v. 3. Dr. Ass knows more than some 
prophets (Num. 22:23, 25, 27, 31). 
(3) When things go wrong with the 
world, the nation, the home, yourself, 
answer the question in v. 5. If you feel 
God is to blame, answer the question 
in v. 1l. (4) What is formalism, wv. 
11-15? Does 29:13 provide an answer? 
Answer the question in v. 1] again. 
(5) With v. 15 compare 59:1-2 and 
then do what it says in vv. 16-18. Are 
you “snow-white” (v. 18) ? 


Saturday, October 29 


IsatAH 2 (1) Great statesmen are 
generally eulogized as “far-sighted.” 
Isaiah saw farther than any of them, 
vv. 1-5. Never let anything rob you of 
this spiritual far-sightedness, Hab. 
2:14; Rev. 11:15. (2) Great statesmen 
are usually realists. Put in modern 
language Isaiah’s analysis of the con- 
temporary situation, vv. 6-8. Does it 
apply in 1949? (3) Great statesmen 
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Isaiah didn’t. 


often leave out God; 
God’s day is coming, vv. 2, 11, 12, 19, 
21. Send out the invitation (v. 5). 


Sunday, October 30 

IsaiAH 3:1-4:1 (1) In the light of wv. 
1-7 the exhortation in I] Tim. 2:1-3 
appears very important. Compare a 
Churchill or a Roosevelt with a Hitler 
or a Mussolini. Ask the Master to get 
the right men on the job (Luke 10:2). 
(2) What is the general moral level 
when sin is committed in the dark? 
When it is open to the light of day 
(v. 9)? What happened to Sodom 
when it reached that level (Gen. 
13:13; 18:20; 19:24) and to Jerusa- 
lem also (Lam. 1 and 2). (3) With 
3:18-24 read I Pet. 3:1-5; I Tim. 2:9- 
10 for what the well-dressed woman is 
wearing. (4) “A lady is a woman who 
makes it easy for a man to be a gen- 
tleman” (and vice versa). With 3:16 
compare Matt. 5:8. Write the latter 
across all your relationships with the 
other sex. 


Monday, October 31 


IsatAH 4:2-5:7 (1) What two ways 
does the Lord use for the cleansing 
away of sin (4:4; I John 1:7, 9)? 
Read I Cor. 11:31-32 and then obey 
the command in II Cor. 13:5. (2) 
Read Luke 20:13; John 15:5 and then 
answer the two questions in 5:4. Has 
God left anything undone for the vine- 
yard (Rom. 8:32; Matt. 7:11; Mark 
11:24)? What sort of fruit, and how 
much, is your branch bearing (5:6; 
John 12:24)? (3) Is your name on 
the roll of 4:3? Moses’ name is in it 
(Exod. 32:32). Whose book is it 
(Rev. 13:8; 21:27) ? 


OPPORTUNITIES 


HIS feels sure that God can use its pages 4} 
the meeting ground for Christian employer} 
and potential employees. Beginning with this) 
issue, HIS will be opened to two types o| 
personnel notices: Positions Wanted and] 
Positions Available. This has been done in} 
the past on a somewhat more informal basis 
—and the results were amazing. Two Chris 
tian colleges, for example, have each found 
three members of their faculty through the 
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ployers. Jot down the information you wam) 
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64 West Randolph, Chicago 1. 








~~ - =. 


D). YOU HAVE TROUBLE in getting up 
on Sunday mornings? Most people 
do, even Christians. Consequently, the 
Sunday school and church are full of 
yawners and dozers, if they are full at 
all. 

I, too, enjoy sleeping in the morn- 
ing—especially on Sunday. Perhaps it 
is one of the devil’s tempting allure- 
ments to keep us away from the Lord’s 
house, or to have us get there late and 
tired, so we will not be alert to heed 
God’s Word. 

But how to get up on Sunday morn- 
ings? I have discovered four rules. 
They are so simple that they are 
amusing! 

1. Get to bed on Saturday night! 
We cannot get up unless we go to bed 
at a decent hour. It sounds quite 
archaic in this modern age, for Satur- 
day night has become such an integral 
part of the week as “fun night,” that 
rule number one is practically obliter- 
ated from the schedule. To most of us, 
Sunday morning’s laxity is due to Sat- 
urday night’s revelry. 

The reason the majority have chosen 
Saturday night as fun night is that 
Sunday is sleep morning. This is a 
dangerous tendency in Christian cir- 
cles. : 

One church in a Midwestern city 
makes an attractive Friday night sched- 
ule for young people and asks even 
Sunday school teachers to pledge, “I 
will not be out late on Saturday 
nights.” This church believes that 
young people and adults cannot be at 
their best—either teaching or listening 
to God’s Word — without sufficient 
sleep. 

2. Cultivate the desire to go to Sun- 
day school. Most of us do not get up 
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on Sunday mornings because we do not 
want to. We want to sleep, so we sleep! 
All the alarm clocks in Sears Roe- 
buck’s cannot arouse us out of bed un- 
less we want to get up. 


One student, whose alarm had died 
a natural death and whose roommate 
had called and poked in vain, sudden- 
ly dashed out of bed. Why? Because 
he heard a fire siren in the neighbor- 
hood. He did not want to get up for 
Sunday school, but he did want to see 
a fire! 


I recall a family who bragged that 
their children had never been tardy or 
absent from school. But, invariably, 
these two children came late for Sun- 
day school and church; often they 
were absent for insignificant reasons. 
Why? Desire was lacking. 

3. Get up! Two freshmen were dis- 
cussing the best time of the day for 
Quiet Time. Said one, “I have mine 
before breakfast every day.” 

“But how do you do it?” queried 
the other. “I never get up on time. Do 
you pray about it?” 

“Why, no,” came the astonishing 
answer, “I just get up.” 

God created us with will power. 
and we utilize it for countless projects, 
but—when it comes to getting up on 
Sunday mornings—we can’t move. 

4. Pray about it. It seems strange 
and almost sacrilegious to put prayer 
at the bottom of this list of rules. But 
I have discovered that we can pray 
about this matter until our hair is 
hoary, and we will still be snoring 
when Sunday school time arrives. Un- 
less the other rules are manifest first, 
praying is in vain. “Faith without 
works is dead” even to getting up on 
Sunday morning! END 


low to set 


UP on Sunday 
MORNING 


by Hazel Thomson 
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You and your QQ\MATE 





. HAVE a roommate, so what? Well, 
for one thing, it’s a unique situation. 
For four years, you will live as close 
as two peas in a pod with one or more 
persons—even though your mode of 
living may be miles apart. Probably 
you've never lived that way before and 
will never live that way again. That’s 
what makes having a roommate a chal- 
lenge. 


ren 
a 


by Robert B. White 


You are a Christian, so what? 
There’s where the challenge comes in. 
For only four years you have a chance 
to live closely with one who—if he sees 
something real in your life—may find 
the Saviour. 


The first consideration we had better 
reconcile ourselves to—in meeting this 
challenge—is that the year will be 
dificult, for to live a balanced Chris- 
tian life in the intimacy of rooming 
with another will be one of the most 
dificult undertakings of your life. You 
see, there are two great commandments 
of our Lord to be considered and 
obeyed: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart” and “thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
The balance that you must seek to ob- 
tain, then, is to live a life pleasing to 
God and to love your roommate as 
yourself. And if you don’t accomplish 
that balance, your roommate will be 
saying a year or so from now: “He 
may have been a Christian, but what 
he said and how he lived didn’t hang 


together.” 


It is not so hard to live a consistent 
Christian life before people who see 
you on Sunday only. And those who 
see you five days a week during school 
hours may think you an exemplary 
Christian. But that’s quite different 
from showing a Christlike spirit in 
every experience of a day—from the 
first jangle of the alarm clock till the 
last yawn at night. Being a Christian 
before a roommate demands a settled 


HIS, OCTOBER, 1949 


col 
cri! 
ma 
rur 
an¢ 
dei 
the 
ant 
al | 
che 
loo 
suc 
tha 
mil 
the 
to 

in 


Chi 


tha 
im] 
ref 
life 
sco 
son 
sist 
wil 
I 
pos 
act 
con 
thr 
tha 
ide: 
stul 
be: 
fles 
Gor 
pen 
dee 
you 
wil 
witl 
hap 
pra 
can 
and 
out 
fres 
mos 
C 
you 
fave 
may 
vine 
unti 
con’ 


B 


HIs 





consistency with no room for hypo- 
critical cover-up. 
There he is now—your new room- 


mate—seated on the edge of the bed, 
rummaging through stacks of shirts 


and books and sox trying to bring or- 
der to his little niche. A quick rise to 
the feet, a handshake, a smile, a pleas- 
ant exchange of introductions, and life 
at college has begun in earnest. 

But while you fill drawers and ex- 
change friendly chatter with him, let’s 
look at the first steps toward being a 
successful roommate. First, remember 
that the first week will probably deter- 
mine the pattern into which you'll stay 
the rest of the year. So it’s important 
to establish at once a routine that is 
in harmony with your position as a 
Christian. 

As soon as your roommate discovers 
that you are one of those people who 
implicitly trust the Bible and a man 
referred to therein as Jesus Christ, your 
life will come in for almost micro- 
scopic scrutiny. That’s why your per- 
sonality must show conviction and con- 
sistency. If you are convinced, you 
will be consistent. 

sut one hears the cry, “How can one 
possibly live a life so exposed and ex- 
acting? How is it possible to appear 
convinced when so often my moods 
throw me for a loss?” The answer is 
that there is no room for feelings. The 
idea with which you must beat your 
stubborn self into submission must 
be: “The life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God.” “Is there then no release for my 
pent-up emotions?” you ask. Yes, in- 
deed. The God who made you knows 
your need and with tenderness and care 
will make a way for you to get alone 
with your own mind and heart—per- 
haps in a walk in the evening or in 
prayer in a quiet place. There you 
can bare your heart, confess failure 
and be forgiven, and thrash the mood 
out; and the God of peace like a re- 
freshing rain will rinse clean the at- 
mosphere of your mind. 

Of course, the convictions by which 
you live may not meet with the highest 
favor of your roommate; in fact they 
may come in for disdain. But a con- 
vinced life will live above the disdain 
until its consistency gains the other’s 
confidence. 

But on the other hand this positive- 
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ness must also include loving your 
roommate as yourself. Gone, there- 
fore, is any attitude of condemnation, 
any sense of inequality, any approach 
which would seem to say, “Well, he’s 
just spiritually blind.” In its place 
the tender understanding of our Lord, 
the natural association of friend with 
friend, the sacrifice for the good of 
the other. 

The first day has passed and classes 
begin in the morning. You’re lying on 
your bed thinking over the activities 
and new experiences of the day. You’ve 
been in the habit of kneeling to pray 
before retiring. But somehow tonight 
every time you thought you had cour- 
age to do it, your roommate would 
make a statement that demanded an 
answer and you were thrown off the 
track. That’s a bad start . . . Tomor- 
row night why don’t you simply tell 
him in a matter-of-fact way about 
your custom. He might even be inter- 
ested in why you carry out such 
procedure. 

Earlier in the evening he asked you 
to go to the Union to the “Newcomers 
Dance.” You told him politely you 
had a few things to do and didn’t 
think you'd go. But perhaps next time 
you'd better “explain your position. 

What about Quiet Time tomorrow 
morning? Well, you don’t know his 
schedule yet so you'd just better get 
up and do your reading and praying 
as usual. You'll probably be inter- 
rupted those first few mornings but 
after a few days you'll find an hour 
when you can be alone and still not 
inconvenience him. 

Above all, don’t give the impression 
of being delicate about these things, 
for the moment you do you've lost 
your “in” with your roommate and 
others on your floor. On the other 
hand a certain appropriate aloofness 
is probably in order, for you do have 
a private life to maintain. Don’t let 
it be any sense of untouchability, but 
rather a sort of discreet separation of 
your inner self from the view of your 
roommate. 

In your suitcase still unpacked are 
a couple of mottoes you were plan- 
ning to put on the wall. They are an 
excellent idea, but you’d better be a 
little choosy. A plaque with the words 
“Jesus Saves” conveys a true message 
but would probably mean nothing to 


your roommate. However, he might 
be stirred to curiosity with “I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life,” or, 
“Jesus Christ, in whom are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 

The books you have on your desk for 
leisure reading, the neatness of your 
half of the room, your carefulness 
about personal cleanliness will also 
convey an impression to your room- 
mate. Make sure it’s an impression 
consistent with what you say you are. 

But time has moved on and the first 
week is passed. Though your room- 
mate is from a distant state, your home 
is only thirty miles from school. So, 
of course, you had to run home for 
the week end, because the church or 
family just couldn’t get along without 
you. And your roommate who has 
much more leisure on the week end 
than during the week, finds other com- 
panions who will be real friends to 
him. Somehow you didn’t realize that 
when God placed you on campus, He 
did so for seven days out of seven and 
not for five. Don’t forget, your post 
will go unmanned unless you man it. 


And throughout the year remember 
the little things. Your roommate was 
late in getting up and had to dash off 
to class. You aren’t required to, but 
it would be nice if you’d make his bed 
—and your own, too, of course. When 
he oversleeps and misses his breakfast, 
he probably would really appreciate 
some toast and an orange from the 
cafeteria. If you take an interest in 
him, put yourself out to do the things 
he likes, he’ll see that you’re not only 
interested in his soul but also in him 
as a person. If you can become active 
in some dormitory function and let 
him see that—far from being a re- 
cluse—you too are interested in posi- 
tive social action, it'll help. 

Then, as the days come and go, the 
Lord will open the way in a natural 
manner for you to tell him about the 
Ruler of your life. For now, you see, 
you've been a friend to him—you’ve 
tried to love him as yourself. Your 
word will carry weight because you’ve 
given him reason to have confidence 
in you. Then, and then alone, will 
you be able with Bible in hand to 
point him to the One who also can 
meet his need, cleanse his sin, and 
give him new Life. May you be that 
kind of a roommate. END 





Shall we 
seek 
the Holy Spirit? 


be sure to read this article by Willard 


To be fundamental or orthodox is not 
enough. To be Christian in the Biblical 
sense is to be Spirit-filled. The ministry of 
the Holy Spirit has been a controversial sub- 
ject for years. While some may not agree 
with all of Dr. Aldrich’s presentation, the 
editors of HIS feel that this article is one 
that all wis readers will want to study, pray 
over, and think through. 


i THE REDEMPTIVE and de- 
livering work of Christ in salvation is 
made effective by the ministries of the 
Holy Spirit, believers are right in 
seeking to know the fullness of the 
Spirit to answer their yearning for 
spiritual growth and power. 

This yearning for a closer walk 
with God, coupled with the repeated 
experience .of the lack of spiritual 
power, leads many earnest believers to 
seek some experience with the Holy 
Spirit. This is a point where, because 
of the very desire for reality in the 
life of the faith, many are led astray 
by wrong teaching. Some seek the 
“baptism” of the Spirit, others want 
a kind of emotional demonstration of 
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the Spirit’s presence, and still others 
cry out for a crisis experience of some 
other sort. Attention is focused upon 
the Spirit Himself. It is said that He 
should be received by faith and trusted 
as definitely as Christ was at salvation. 


In view of the importance which 
the Word of God places upon the min- 
istry of the Spirit, it behooves every 
Christian to know what the ministries 
of the Holy Spirit are and also what 
the believer’s responsibility is toward 
the Spirit. 


The manifold work of the Holy 
Spirit may be summarized as follows: 
It is He who convicts the world of sin, 
righteousness and judgment (John 
16:8-11) and bears faith-producing 
witness of Christ (John 15:26; 16:14). 
He regenerates the believer (John 
3:5), baptizes him into the body of 
Christ (I Corinthians 12:13; Gala- 
tians 3:27), witnesses with his spirit 
that he is a child of God and causes 
him to call God “Father” (Romans 
8:16, Galatians 4:6), indwells the be- 
liever (Romans 8:9; I Corinthians 





6:19) and seals him unto the day of 
redemption (Ephesians 1:13; 4:30). 
The Spirit teaches (John 16:12-15), 
promotes praise and _ thanksgiving 
(Ephesians 5:18-20), produces Chris- 
tian character (Galatians 5:22-23) and 
gifts, empowers for service (I Corin- 
thians 12:1-12; John 7:38-39), and 
helps in prayer (Romans 8:26-27). 


Four commands summarize the be- 
liever’s responsibility toward the Holy 
Spirit: walk in the Spirit (Galatians 
5:16). be filled with the Spirit (Ephe- 
sians 5:18), grieve not the Spirit 
(Ephesians 4:30), and quench not the 
Spirit (I Thessalonians 5:19). 


The heliever’s responsibility toward 
the Spirit must be consonant with His 
ministry during this age. He is the 
energizing, executive member of the 
Godhead whose power works “both to 
will and to do” of the good pleasure 
of God in the believer. And it is the 
good pleasure of God during this age 
that in all things Christ should have 
the pre-eminence (Colossians 1:18). 
Whereas this age has been sometimes 
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called the dispensation of the Spirit 
of God, it should be remembered that 
it is the prime ministry of the Spirit 
to glorify Christ. Hundreds of times 
in the New Testament we are com- 
manded to believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We are to trust Him for sal- 
vation and to turn to Him for spiritual 
life and power. Not once is the Spirit 
of God so made an object of faith. 

It is readily agreed that as God, the 
Spirit is to be trusted, adored, and 
obeyed. He is a person whose mind, 
feelings, and will must be recognized 
and reckoned with. But it must also 
be borne in mind that the Third Person 
of the Triune God has been sent to 
perform a work wherein the person- 
ality and presence of Another are to 
be revealed rather than His own. Con- 
sequently, any sort of emphasis upon 
the work of the Holy Spirit which 
seeks to focus the believer’s attention 
upon the Spirit or upon an experience 
with Him, or any emphasis which 
makes the Spirit a special object of 
faith or trust, is an emphasis which is 
out of harmony with the ministry of 
the Spirit. 

The Lord Jesus Christ told of the 
coming of the Holy Spirit and clearly 
indicated what His work was to be 
during this age. He said, “When the 
Comforter is come . . . he shall testify 
of me. ... He shall glorify me” (John 
15:26; 16:14) 

The ministry of the Spirit in this 
age may well be likened to a man 
showing stereoptican slides. The lec- 
turer projects his pictures upon the 
screen, and out of the darkness his 
voice is heard explaining them. So the 
Spirit of God projects the image of 
Christ upon the heart of the believer 
and testifies of Him. Meanwhile the 
personality of the Spirit is revealed 
only as His voice is heard magnifying 
Christ (II Corinthians 3:18; Ephesians 
3:16-17). 

The supreme evidence, therefore, of 
the fullness of the Spirit is the realized 
presence and preciousness of Christ. 

While the personality of the Spirit 
is revealed in the Word, yet it is not 
made prominent. Christ is the objec- 
tive revelation of God—the Word 
(John 1:14,18). It is the business of 
the Spirit of God to reveal subjectively 
to the heart what is objectively re- 
vealed of Christ in the Holy Scrip- 
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tures. “We have the mind of Christ” 
revealed in the Bible, but the Spirit 
must make it real to the heart (I Cor- 
inthians 2:16). 

The Bible warns against certain 
dangers in seeking spiritual experi- 
ences and of having experiences with 
the wrong spirit: “Beloved, believe not 
every spirit, but try the spirits whether 
they are of God” (I John 4:1). The 
warning is in line with the fact that 
the Spirit of God does not emerge in 
the Scripture as a prominently re- 
vealed personality whose identity 
could be easily discerned. Over 
against this, four Gospels are written 
—to say nothing of the whole of the 
Bible—to reveal fully the person and 
work of Christ. The Spirit of God is 
to be identified not in terms of His 
own personality, but in terms of His 
confession of Christ (I John 3:24; 
4:1,2,6). See also Isaiah 11:1-5 and 
61:1-3 where the attributes of the 
Spirit are set forth as to be revealed 
in Christ. 

It is sometimes taught or intimated 
that the Spirit indwells the heart 
of each believer as a result of faith in 
Jesus Christ but that His fullness comes 
as a result of taking our eyes from 
Christ and focusing them upon the 
Spirit Himself. Such teaching does 
not square with the Scriptures. The 
Bible teaches that the Spirit of God 
performs His ministries in our hearts 
as we look to Christ. 

As already suggested, the Spirit of 
God is received as a result of believing 
on Christ. In Galatians 3:3 Paul 
teaches that the Spirit is received as a 
result of the hearing of faith: that is, 
faith in Christ crucified. Peter fo- 
cused the eye of faith upon Christ as 
the condition of receiving the gift of 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38; cf. 10:43- 
44). So Paul asked the disciples of 
John the Baptist at Ephesus, “Did ye 
receive the Holy Spirit when ye be- 
lieved?” (Acts 19:2, ASV). Christ 
taught the same thing in John 7:37-39. 

The all-controlling principle of 
spiritual growth is occupation with the 
person of Christ. Of necessity this 
would entail the confession of sin as a 
means of continued fellowship, and it 
would mean an effective witness for 
Him. simply because we would enter 
into His compassion for men and they 
in turn would see that we “had been 





with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). The Spirit’s 
fullness and power will come as our 
hearts cleave unto the Lord in ever- 
increasing trust (Acts 11:23-24). 
Spiritual power does not come as a re- 
sult of taking our eyes from Christ 
and placing them upon the Spirit. In- 
stead of making the Holy Spirit an 
object of faith and experience, we are 
to believe on Christ: “He that be- 
lieveth on me, as the scripture hath 
said, from within him shall flow rivers 
of living water. But this spake he of 
the Spirit, which they that believed on 
him were to receive...” (John 7:37- 
39, ASV). 

The daily supply of the Spirit, like 
the initial reception of the Spirit, 
comes as a result of the “hearing of 
faith” (Galatians 3:5). As the believer 
trusts Christ, the fullness of the Spirit 
flows through him. This is illustrated 
by the fact that those who waited for 
and found the Christ-child were filled 
with the Spirit. John the Baptist, who 
said, “He must increase, but I must 
decrease,” was filled with the Spirit 
from birth. Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit upon meeting Mary 
while carrying the then unborn Sa- 
viour (Luke 1:41). Simeon came “by 
the Spirit” into the temple to see the 
child Jesus (Luke 2:26). Thus ever 
the Spirit would bring men to Christ 
and keep them occupied with Him. 

The early Church was said to be 
“edified” and “multiplied” because it 
was “walking in the fear of the Lord, 
and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost” 
(Acts 9:31). This perfectly harmon- 
izes with the principle of the Spirit’s 
operation as already suggested. As 
the Church walked in reverential fear 
of the Lord, being occupied with His 
blessed person, the Holy Spirit worked 
the ministry of comfort in their hearts. 
Reverential fear is active—like trust— 
and it has the Lord for its object. Com- 
fort is passive. The believers were 
recipients of the Spirit’s ministry not 
as a result of clinging to or calling 
upon the Spirit, but the Comforter 
worked as they trusted the Lord. 

The fullness of the Spirit does not 
cause us to be conscious of the Spirit 
but principally of Christ. The Spirit 
causes the child of God to cry out, 
“Abba, Father” (Romans 8:16; Gala- 
tians 4:6), but it is the purpose of 


(Continued on page 36, column 2) 


27 








4 MISSIONARY WAS USING an amplify- 
ing system to announce an evangelistic 
meeting when an African church mem- 
ber asked if the machine could talk 
the language of the pygmies. Assured 
that it could talk whatever he could. 
the African stepped to the microphone 
and sent greetings and a message of 
God’s love to those in the nearby 
forest. 

The evangelistic meeting went ahead 
as planned, but toward the end was 
disrupted by the entrance of thirteen 
men of the forest. dripping with per- 
spiration and streaked with blood from 
a recent hunt. They had heard, they 
said, a big voice in the trees, telling 
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help the missionary 





by Carol Allison 


them. to come and hear God’s words. 
whereupon they had immediately left 
the feast to obey the mysterious com- 
mand. 

In the land of the Lisu tribespeople 
of western China, a missionary pre- 
pared a phonograph and record for 
a waiting audience. When the black 
box spoke out in the Lisu language. 
the audience was enthralled and lis- 
tened spellbound to the story of the 
lost sheep. They had heard records 
before, but never one that spoke in 
their own tongue. 

Botheof these incidents of mission- 
ary experience would be as thrilling 
to William Carey and David Brainerd 





as they were to the primitive people, 
because they could have happened 
only in the twentieth century. 

No longer must a missionary travel 
arduous, endless miles of jungle and 
river trail to keep his station supplied 
or to reach needy souls. No longer is 
a missionary’s audience limited to the 
extent of his lung power. No longer 
must he battle, unaided, the barriers 
of a new language and illiteracy. Avia- 
tion. radio, visual aids, public address 
systems, and records have come to 
help. 

Of course, personal visitation, direct 
evangelism, and educational and medi- 
cal work are not outmoded. The key 
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man on the mission field will continue 
to be the one on the front lines, deal- 
ing directly with people who need the 
Saviour, but his work is being made 
easier and more effective by new ways 
of telling the old story. 


One big problem of missionary ad- 
vance is getting to the people and keep- 
ing fed and clothed after getting there. 
This has always meant negotiating 
long, difficult trails through jungles or 
mountains. And these treks have meant 
heavy strain on the missionary’s time 
and strength. The answer of modern 
science is, of course, aviation. 

James Truxton, head of the Mission- 
ary Aviation Fellowship, recently 
made a study of the basic transporta- 
tion need of missionaries in areas 
where other means of transportation 
are inadequate. After considering all 
possibilities and figuring the cost of a 
supply line by both air and ground, he 
discovered that the airline was cheap- 
er. He concludes, “The basic need in 
keeping the missionaries healthy, and 
keeping them in a position to do steady 
work, is the maintenance of a reliable 
supply line.” 

The Missionary Aviation Fellowship, 
which operates in co-operation with 
mission boards, hopes to help meet 
these needs. In addition, many boards 
also have their own planes and pilots. 
No matter whether a pilot is consid- 
ered a specialist helping the regular 
missionaries or as a regular mission- 
ary with an additional skill, aviation 
is today playing a real part in mis- 
sionary advance. 

Then there is radio. Accustomed as 
we are to broadcasting facilities, it is 
dificult for us to realize that there are 
millions who have had almost no con- 
tact with this “modern magic.” Fur- 
thermore, satiated with programs, we 
forget that in primitive regions a radio 
broadcast is an important event. 


Our casual acceptance of radio was 
not shared by Clarence W. Jones and 
Reuben E. Larson; co-directors and 
founders of radio station HCJB, Quito, 
Ecuador. And the result of their God- 
given inspiration is that HJCB has 
frown in sixteen years from a small 
local station to a seven-transmitter af- 
fair, which broadcasts around the 
world on short- and long-wave fre- 
quencies in fifteen different languages. 
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In his Radio, the New Missionary, 
Mr. Jones gives four outstanding val- 
ues of radio in missionary work. First, 
of course, radio helps meet the urgen- 
cy of the missionary task. Everywhere, 
souls are dying without the Word of 
Life, and to speed it to them, radio is 
an invaluable agency. Next, radio 
gives a coverage that includes the 
whole world and thus multiplies the 
effectiveness of the message. Because 
radio can go again and again into the 
same spots, it provides for the repeti- 
tion so necessary to pierce through 
spiritual darkness. Finally, radio has 
a penetration that no other medium 
has. It can go where the missionary 
cannot, and will reach people who 
would never come to a gospel service. 

Of course, people cannot listen to 
the radio unless they have receivers, 
but conservative estimates state that 
there are 29,600,000 short-wave sets 
outside the United States today. In re- 
mote, primitive areas it may mean that 
one receiver serves as many as fifty 
people, and it is in these same areas 
that the novelty of the magic black 
box insures an alert and interested au- 
dience for the gospel message. 

But “The Voice of the Andes,” as 
HCJB is called, does not stand alone 
in missionary radio. The Far Eastern 
Broadcasting Company went on the 
air in the Philippines June 4, 1948. 
TIFC, “The Lighthouse of the Carib- 
bean,” began its schedule on February 
23, 1948, sponsored by the Latin Am- 
erica Mission. And in Shanghai 
XMHD is on the air. In the process 
of coming into being are the Christian 
Radio Missionary Fellowship in Aus- 
tralia; the Christian Broadcasting As- 
sociation, Inc., in Hawaii; the Central 
America Mission station—TGNA—in 
Guatemala City; a station at Recife, 
Brazil, sponsored by the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States; and a 
Sudan Interior Mission station in Ad- 
dis Ababa, Ethiopia. In addition, many 
missionary organizations are taking 
advantage of commercial radio stations 
already existing. 

The importance of the whole field 
of audio-visual aids is seen in the fact 
that the Foreign Missions Conference 
of North America sent a deputation 
committee to the Far East last spring 
to study the use and possibilities of 
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field. The committee’s report on what 
has been done—and its recommenda- 
tions for the future—underline many 
of the problems as well as opportun- 
ities for radio and audio-visual aids in 
general. In the field of radio, for ex- 
ample, the problem of government 
control is acute in some areas, making 
it impossible to broadcast directly 
evangelistic programs over government 
or commercial stations. In some coun- 
tries station ownership is restricted to 
nationals, thereby ruling out mission- 
ary-owned stations such as have been 
discussed. 

Audio-visual aids other than radio 
are also effective and more widespread 
because they involve smaller monetary 
expenditures. This field includes an al- 
most endless variety of material—flat 
pictures, picture rolls, picture story 
cards, flannelgraph (also known as 
vellograph, feltograph, suedograph), 
slides, film strips, motion pictures, rec- 
ords, and public address systems. All 
of these methods have been frequently 
used in this country, and have natur- 
ally traveled to the mission field. 

It is interesting to note that the sur- 
vey team of the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference of North America felt that the 
simpler media, such as flat pictures, 
flannelgraph, and picture story cards 
(a series of pictures telling a story 
which has been developed from a 
Japanese method of story-telling known 
as kamishibai) had been somewhat 
overlooked in the desire to use pro- 
jected materials. The report says, “We 
are convinced that these simpler, less 
expensive, more easily prepared and 
used materials have far greater poten- 
tial value than most people realize.” 

Among those that are using them, 
however, the Sudan Interior Mission 
reports that the flannelgraph is suc- 
cessful with both children and adults. 
Mr. J. Irvin Overholtzer of the Child 
Evangelism Fellowship, Inc., says, 
“We have many letters from mission- 
aries stating that there is a wonderful 
response both in gathering the children 
and especially in making the gospel 
simple through the use of illustrations. 
They frequently say that many of their 
women say they never understood the 
gospel until they saw it illustrated on 
the vellograph.” 

The use of projected visual aids has 
an almost magical power to attract 
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crowds everywhere, and movies or 
slides are frequently used for this 
value alone. A China Inland Mission 
worker reports that slides showing 
scenes in the Holy Land give him en- 
trance into many Moslem communi- 
ties and the chance to present the gos- 
pel as he comments on the scenes 
shown. As a result, many hear the 
story of salvation who would never 
have stopped to listen under any other 
circumstances. 

However, these projected visual aids 
have an inherent teaching power which 
many do not realize. One of the great- 
est hindrances to their use as a teach- 
ing tool is the scarcity of suitable 
material. What is effective and mean- 
ingful in this country often fails en- 
tirely to carry its point when the audi- 
ence consists of primitive village peo- 
ples. A well-done commentary in the 
native language does much to help 
overcome this difficulty, but the fact 
remains that the production of indi- 
genous materials which are meaning- 
ful to native audiences must be under- 
taken before this type of material can 
reach its greatest usefulness. 

Public address systems also enlarge 
the missionary’s outreach, especially 
when mounted on sound trucks. Mus- 
ical recordings never fail to attract a 
crowd of eager listeners. Announce- 
ments of meetings can be made in this 
way, and although pygmies from the 
forest may not always answer, there 
are frequently many who respond to 
such invitations. The China Inland 
Mission says that the public address 
system has made possible larger mass 
meetings. Radio station HCJB_ uses 
traveling sound trucks in Ecuador, and 
the Sudan Interior Mission has a man 
using this type of system continuously. 

Recordings of spoken native lan- 
euages have a wide ministry. These 
are used with either an amplifier or a 
portable phonograph. The magic of a 
little black box which speaks the lan- 
guage of the people attracts listeners 
to the good news, even before new mis- 
sionaries have learned the language. 

Gospel Recordings, Inc., led by Joy 
Ridderhof, has pioneered in the spe- 
cialized field of cutting gospel records 
in native tongues. Started in 1939, the 
work now includes 157 different lan- 
guages. Every effort is made to secure 
people who speak or sing the language 
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with great accuracy; tape recorders 
making it possible to record the voices 
of nationals themselves can be taken 
directly to the field. Gospel Record- 
ings makes no charge for the records 
sent out; it conducts its work on a faith 
basis. 

Already, 119,000 records have gone 
out, and it is impossible to estimate 
the number of people who have lis- 
tened to them. One missionary from 
the Philippines wrote, “The first Sun- 
day night in which we used the loud- 
speaker in the open air at Basco, upon 
hearing the sound of the records people 
jumped up from their tables and left 
their suppers half-eaten and literally 
ran through the streets to our meet- 
ing.” 

Records can bring the good news to 
people who do not have the Bible in 
their tongue, and they can be used by 
people who cannot read. Left in a 
village, they can repeat over and over 
again the important truths of Chris- 
tianity. They can prepare the way for 
the coming of a missionary, and they 
can follow up a missionary’s work af- 
ter he has left. As Miss Ridderhof 
says, “The Records are listened to by 
the ignorant and the poor and _ the 
superstitious because it takes away 
their prejudice, and they are listened 
to by the wealthy sophisticated class 
for the same reason.” 

Consequently, no matter whether it 
is in South America, where the Indians 
ask to hear the victoria, or in Africa 
where they come to hear the dishes, 
records are a very important means of 
speeding the gospel to those who have 
not heard. 

Missionary leaders quote appalling 
statistics about the unreached millions; 
they do this to arouse the church to 
the task that faces it if the Great Com- 
mission is to be fulfilled. But the 
church looks at the black rows of fig- 
ures and, not seeing the dying souls 
which they represent, goes on unheed- 
ing. 

Those have answered have 
found themselves faced with an over- 
whelming task. But while volunteers 
and support have not been forthcoming 
in quantities sufficient to do the whole 
job, the effectiveness of existing per- 
sonnel is being multiplied by the use 
of aviation, radio, and audio-visual 
aids. These mechanical missionaries 


who 





are, like their human counterparts, do. 
ing a superhuman job; but it is not 
enough. It will not be enough until 
every kindred and tongue and tribe 
and nation has heard. END 
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ness, self-denial, seriousness, and de- 
votion were strong and fixed. My de- 
sires were ardent and intense; my con- 
science tender and afraid of every 
appearance of evil.” 

His was a life of extreme hardship 

an inadequate diet and often a straw 
mat or hard ground under an open sky 
for lodging. He lived and traveled on 
horseback—without a Christian helper 
or companion — through bitter cold 
and rain. On one trip he fell into a 
river; on another, wolves continually 
howled around his outdoor camp. Raw 
damp air chilled him through as he 
slept in the open. His lungs grew 
worse and he frequently spit blood. 
But as long as possible he forced his 
lagging body onward. 

In all his work among the Indians, 
Brainerd was careful to show not only 
the way of salvation, but also the 
means of ;rowth in the Christian life. 
After he had finished instructing a 
eroup, he would question them to 
make sure they understood everything 
he had said. 

Disease finally forced Brainerd to 
leave his missionary work. His final 
days until his death in 1747 were 
marked by an ever-growing desire to 
xo home to be with God. To the end, 
his testimony was a life devoted to the 
cause of Christ. 

During his life, Indians were 
broucht from drunkenness, idolatry, 
and squalor to enlightenment of mind 
and soul. They attended schools Brain- 
erd opened and provided with quali- 
fied teachers. As they gave up their 
careless nomadic way of living, David 
bought land for them near their new 
church and taught them the best ways 
of cultivating the soil. Above all, he 
brought them to a saving knowledge 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

David Brainerd’s cry of “Lord, 
glorify Thyself” finds ringing answer 
in his life given for others. God, 
through this servant, has had glory. 

END 
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‘Since you asked 


ne 


I have difficulty fitting time 

each day into my schedule 
for Bible study, prayer, and wit- 
nessing. About all I seem able to 
do along Christian lines is attend 
the weekly Inter-Varsity meeting. 
Maybe I’m wrong, but it seems to 
me that while ’'m at the universi- 
ty, I should put first things first. 
Now is the time to attain scholastic 
success. To be quite frank, ’'m 
aiming at Phi Beta Kappa. I think 
it would be a big help in my fu- 
ture witnessing. After all, people 
have to respect me before they'll 
really listen to what I have to say. 
How do you feel about this? 
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THIS IS 


Josepn T. Bayty, 


DOCTRINE, FAITH, 
PERSONAL PROBLEMS 

QUESTIONS SHOULD BE 
HIS Macazine, 


Youre right in saying 
should put first things first while 
you're at the university—or any time. 
the only problem is, Just what are 
first things? Maybe they are your 
studies. If so, then it’s reasonable to 
suppose that after you have your bac- 
calaureate degree, first things will be 


that you 


your seminars and thesis in grad 
school. And then, that first things will 


be the classes you teach, 
handle or treat, or the business you 
transact. Or perhaps first things then 
will mean your home and family. Af- 
ter a long life of successfully doing 
“first” things, you may retire—if you 
live that long—-and presumably you 
will be able, at long last, to put Bible 
study. prayer, and witnessing first in 
Florida or an old people’s home. 


You sec, studies in the university 
bear the same relationship to your 
Christian life as your career will after 
you are graduated. And unless you 
solve this problem of first things from 
a Christian standpoint while at the 
university, there’s no assurance that 
your life tomorrow will be any dif- 
ferent. As someone has said, you are 
today what you will be tomorrow, 
spiritually as well as other ways. 

On several occasions Jesus talked 
about men who had to do some some- 
thing or other “first” before following 


the case you 


Him. They were good things too, such 
as burying a father. Jesus’ reply 
“Let the dead bury their dead”- 


sounds harsh until we remember that, 
Creator and Redeemer, He holds 
indisputable first claim on us. For the 
Christian, 


as 


“first things first” means 
Jesus Christ first. And it’s hard to 
imagine a university “Jesus Christ 


THE FIRST OF A NEW 
IVCF REGIONAL 
QUESTIONS OF CHRISTIAN STUDENT 
CHRISTIAN LIVING, 
WILL 
ADDRESSED TO 
64 West RANDOLPH, 


BE 


COLUMN SERIES CONDUCTED BY 

SECRETARY, IN WHICH THE 

$ ON ANY MATTER OF INTEREST— 
CLASSROOM OR TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS, 
ANSWERED BY QUALIFIED MEN. 

“Since You ASKeb” Epiror, 
Cuicaco 1, ILLiNots. 





first’? schedule that has no room for 
daily Bible study, prayer, and wit- 
nessing. 


Parenthetically, this reply is not to 
he clipped out by a C or D student and 
mailed home to Christian parents. In 
all probability, the passages for you 
are Proverbs 18:9 and Matthew 
25 :24f. 

It is not certain that studies will suf- 
fer if we put Jesus Christ first and 
take time daily to read His Word, talk . 
with Him, witness about Him. In fact, 
the testimony of many Christian stu- 
dents would be that the opposite is 
true. And Jesus Christ said, “But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you.” 


Do you actually think a Phi Beta 
Kappa key is a prerequisite for wit- 
nessing? There are many deterrents to 
witnessing, but this particular will-o’- 
the-wisp—‘ I must be a success before 
I can witness, because people have to 
respect me hefore they'll listen to what 
I say”—is one of the worst. Having 
attained one peak we find our contem- 
poraries equally successful. And so 
we have to scale the next peak. After 
a few peaks, the desire to witness is 
replaced by a desire to be considered 
intellectually eminent though a 
Christian. 

Let us forsake the conceit that it is 
a lack of respect for us that keeps our 
contemporaries from believing in 
Christ. “But if our Gospel be hid, it 
is hid to them that are lost: in whom 
the god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them which believe not... . 
For we preach not ourselves, but 
Christ Jesus the Lorp.” END 
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low to study the Gospels: 


F.. R GOLD MINES in the Bible remain 
almost untouched by classes and dis- 
cussion groups—Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John, especially the first three. 


When mature Christians meet to go 
on deep treasure expeditions into the 
Scriptures, there seems to be some un- 
written rule that they turn to Romans 
or another epistle. How come? Well, 
probably because so much treasure 
lies near the surface there. That is, 
they are such fabulously rich books 
that one does not have to go very far 
before he strikes it rich. And usually 
the procedure is to send some one 
down after the wealth, have him bring 
it up, and then pass it around! 


Now if your class haven’t been into 
Romans at some time or another they 
are missing the greatest single treatise 
on Christian doctrine. But if they have 
a basic grasp of Christian doctrine, 
right now I am making a plea for the 
Gospels, particularly the synoptics. 


It may be study groups miss the 
treasure in the Gospels because they 
look for the wrong thing—the the- 
ology of the epistles. The Gospels 
have the same theology as the epistles 
but in living, moving form. In them 
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by Robert S?. Clair 





we can come to a supremely intimate 
knowledge of the Christ we find in the 
epistles. 

We do wrong in relegating the risen 
Christ to a mere legalistic, insular 
place in a creed, so that we worship 
His name and are acquainted with the 
theology of the last week of His life 
without having ineffable fellowship 
with the living, teaching, guiding, lov- 
ing Saviour who came to teach men 


how to live—as well as to die for their 
sins. 

It is a favorite taunt of the liberals 
that the Christ of the fundamentalists 
might as well have died on Mars or 
Jupiter, since all that matters about 
His life was His death. True enough 
that Biblical theology holds up Christ’s 
death as supremely important. If it 
were not for the atonement for sins 
there could be no fellowship with God 
1949 
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But we seem to forget that Christ 
lived thirty-three years before that 
death, ministering publicly to His own 
people for three and a half years. 
Why? And why were so many incidents 
of His life recorded in the sharpest de- 
tail? To prove that He was sinless? 
| Set forth His deity? Or to satisfy our 
' curiosity? Perhaps to show that Paul’s 

theology was not constructed on a 

myth? True, the Gospels do perform 

those functions. 

But we have the testimony of the 
| apostles elsewhere to those questions. 
So there must be another purpose. Isn’t 
it true that seeing the beauty and love 
of Him who became man in every ex- 
perience—but without sin—enables us 
to love Him more and want to grow in 
His image? Isn’t it true that the Gos- 
pels help us to share the wisdom and 
power of Him who “was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin”? I believe that the Gospels are 
singularly able to aid the Holy Spirit 
in revealing to us the person and pres- 
ence of the living Christ. 

Now if the Gospels are so vital in 
our growth in the image of the Sa- 
viour, how shall we go about studying 
them? Several of us students tackled 
the problem and found the usual 
methods of lecture and discussion in- 
adequate. Often when some incident 
was in focus we got sidetracked on a 
| critical problem, or else could not 

agree on the correct theological inter- 
) pretation. 


' Then we hit on a plan that proved 
so fascinating the class doubled in in- 
terest and numbers every few weeks. 
Since then we have tried it elsewhere 
and it has done wonders in our lives. 
Here it is. 

We adopted as our theme Philip- 
pians 3:8-11, especially the phrase, 
“That I may know him.” Our ultimate 
desire was to know Jesus Christ as we 
had never known Him before. We 
found it best to follow a harmony of 
the Gospels and to take one complete 
incident each week, such as the temp- 
tation in the wilderness, going through 
Christ’s life in chronology. Each week 
someone takes his turn in leading the 
discussion. 

During the week each member 
studies, prayerfully and without the 
aid of commentaries, the incident to 
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be discussed on the meeting night. The 
only other aids employed are books 
on the life and customs of Jesus’ day, 
and the Greek New Testament, though 
neither is absolutely essential. Be- 
sides concentrating on the new subject, 
the theme of the previous week is con- 
tinually in mind, with an all-out effort 
to incorporate its lessons into daily ex- 
perience. 

Above all, members must be alert 
and thoughtful in study. Let us re- 
produce a typical evening and note 
how vague generalities are banished, 
how practical the lesson may be. 

Let’s suppose Luke 2:41-53 is be- 
fore us. Three or four have invited 
the Holy Spirit to take complete 
charge. The leader briefly calls atten- 
tion to the events of the past week, 
and notes in this case ( Jesus’ boyhood 
experience at the temple), the features 
which characterized the major edu- 
cational, social, and economic life of 
a carpenter’s son in Nazareth. He 
poses some thought questions: “At 
twelve, to what extent was Jesus con- 
scious of His mission? Exactly what 
can we learn from this passage about 
Jesus’ relationship with his mother? 
What kind of a person was His father? 


‘What can we gather about the person- 


ality of Mary? Why did the Holy 
Spirit bring this incident to us at all? 
And most important of all, what is its 
central, basic theme, applicable to our 
Christian lives?” These questions are 
held in the minds of all, and are best 
answered toward the close of the dis- 
cussion. 

Then the passage is examined verse 
by verse, comparing it with other sim- 
ilar events. The two questions that 
will be asked most after each verse 
are “Why?” and “How?” Take verse 
43 for example. Each one attempts to 
imagine the preparations for the re- 
turn to Nazareth. Then someone spon- 
taneously observes that Jesus must 
have been with His parents at dawn, 
at least, and that when they departed 
they took it for granted He was with 
a friend. Did Jesus know then He was 
going to visit the temple? Probably 
not; because He knew His parents 
would surely have to come back for 
Him alone when they discovered He 
was missing. He must have decided 
that day. But why would He go that 
day? What was the matter with yes- 
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terday? Someone else notes that the 
passage does not tell us expressly, but 
it may be because the doctors were 
free then. 

It certainly must have been a big 
procession and Joseph must have had 
many friends, because they did not 
note He was missing until evening 
when the family gathered to retire. 
And since Jesus knew the procession 
would not return to Jerusalem with 
His parents, and they would have to 
make the way alone, why did He not 
tell them His plans? The whole group 
put their heads together to answer 
these questions. 

Certainly they will spend some time 
wanting to know why Jesus said to His 
tired and hungry parents “How is it 
that ye sought me? Wist ye not that I 
must be about my Father’s business?” 
And if Jesus took that for granted, how 
is it that “they understood not the say- 
ing which he spake unto them’? Su- 
perficial thinking will not get much 
from that Scripture, but real digging 
will produce real treasure. 

Finally, what lesson will be before 
the group the entire week, a lesson to 
be applied by the Holy Spirit so that 
there will be a definite change in life 
and testimony? Is it that there are 
times when holy consecration to the 
Father’s business makes us oblivious 
of mundane routine? You will have to 
discover for yourself whether your 
class comes to that conclusion. 

This is one method where each 
Christian has an equal responsibility 
in the expedition for Biblical treasure. 
It will not be many weeks before you 
find that all of you are coming to know 
the Lord Jesus in a closer way than 
you dreamed possible. END 


New, specially reduced prices on Inte 
Varsity tracts and pamphlets went into e 
fect September 1, making it possible fa 
chapters to take advantage of the low qua 
tity-rates on materials to distribute to if 
terested students. The new prices are 
follows: 

Biblical Christianity—3c, $1.80 per 100 

Did Christ Die in Vain? —4c, $2.40 per 1 

God’s Guidance and Your Life Work—7 
$4.20 per 100 

Have You Considered Him?—5c, $3 p¢ 
100 

Is Christianity Credible?—5c, $3 per 104 

The Man They Crucified—7c, $4.20 per 1€ 

The Man Who Lived Again—7c, $4.20 p 
100 

Out of Darkness—5c, $3 per 100 

Regeneration—8c, $4.80 per 100 

Taboo—5Sc, $3 per 100 
War That Never Ends—6c, $3.60 per 106 















































Eoclestastes: a modern philosophy 


cia LIKEN the style of the book 
of Ecclesiastes to that of Tennyson’s 
“Two Voices” or Fitzgerald’s transla- 
tion of the “Rubaiyat.” It is strongly 
subjective, like Marcus Aurelius’ 
“Meditations” or Pascal’s ‘“Pensees.” 

But because it is in the Word of 
God. we believe that it is divinely in- 
spired and was placed in the Bible for 
a specific purpose. And because Christ 


said, “Man shall not live by bread 
alone but by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God,” 


it is well that we examine this book, 
and find its spiritual lesson. 

Having selected the wisest and rich- 
est man of the time—Solomon—the 
author proceeds to show us the fu- 
tility and vacuity of life—even a life 
full of material riches--the emptiness 
of mere knowledge, and the dissatis- 
faction of all achievements outside of 
the realm of the spiritual. Solomon 
the great is a perfect hero for the book. 
Had the author selected a man of 
poverty, some readers would have in- 
sisted that the acquisition of material 
things would bring to the hero con- 
tentment. But we read in chapter 2:10- 
11, “And whatsoever mine eyes desired 
I kept not from them, I withheld not 
my heart from any joy; for my heart 
rejoiced in all my labor. . Then I 
looked on all the works that my hands 
had wrought, and on the labor that I 
had labored to do: and, behold, all 
was vanity and vexation of spirit, and 
there was no profit under the sun. 

Two of the most frequently-used 
phrases in this book are “under the 


sun” and “Vanity of vanities, all is 
vanity. The former phrase suggests 
34 
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the “human” quality of the reasoning 
in this book, and the latter, the utter 
futility or worthlessness of a life with- 
out God. 

Although the author admits readily 
to the existence of the Omnipotent Be- 
ing, the book shows man reasoning 
apart from God and trying to grope 
his way through the darkness alone. 

The hero of the story tries riches 
and wisdom, pleasure and labor, com- 
fort and relaxation, fame and fortune 

everything offered by this world— 
and comes to the end of his journey 
dissatisfied. There is a tedious dis- 
course in chapter 3 portraying his 
opinion of the cycles of life, e.g., “A 
time to be born, and a time to die; a 
time to plant, and a time to pluck up 
that which is planted.” His pleasures 
become bitter to his taste, and his en- 
tire life is a futile round of work and 
toil, pleasure and rest, only to be re- 
peated again and again. 

How glorious becomes the outlook 
for the believer, after reading this bit- 
ter monologue. How bright becomes 
our future, and how clear our new 
philosophy of life! Truly, as Jesus 
Christ said, “Whosoever will lose his 
life for my. sake shall find it.” And 
as St. Paul put it, “I am crucified with 
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I. 
but Christ liveth in me.” 

The Christian views his life as an 
allotted span of time given by God, to 
be used for His glory. He sees it as a 
tiny inch on the ruler of God’s scope 
of things and realizes that what he 
does in that inch will affect his stand- 
ing in the rest of the ruler—eternity. 
“Only one life, “twill soon be past; 


only what’s done for Christ will last.” 
The hero in Ecclesiastes thinks the 
“inch” is the sum total of his existence. 

As Christian students, we are seek- 
ing knowledge. 
education to that of a moving picture. 


EE 


Someone has likened | 


When we step into the room, we must | 


either guess what has gone before or 
have someone tell us. The educated 
man has learned what has gone before 
and is able to view the picture with 
some degree of comprehension. The 
Christian, however, 


learns not only | 


ot ememten 


what has gone before, but also, through | 


the Word of God, what is ahead. 

In Colossians 2:8 we are warned, 
“Beware lest any man _ spoil you 
through philosophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men... and not 
after Christ.” How it behooves us, 
when we view the gropings of the hu- 
man mind as portrayed in Ecclesiastes, 
to thank our Lord for having revealed 


Himself through the Word of God, and | 


for having redeemed us with His pre- 
cious blood. 


After his weary monologue, the au- 
thor comes to a sound conclusion when 
he says in chapter 12, verse 1, “Re- 
member now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth, while the evil days come 
es 


As we seek to present the gospel to 
our fellow students, shall we not re- 
member that behind the poise and 
sophistication and verbal repartee, 
there may be a heart—like that por- 


trayed in Ecclesiastes—groping for 
satisfaction, seeking the answer to the 


riddle of life, and needing the peace 
and satisfaction to be found at the 
Cross? END 
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e At the University of Minnesota, 
the Executive Committee, with about 
twenty members, meet at noon each 
week on Tuesday and Thursday. On 
Tuesday, the hour is spent on execu- 
tive committee business and on Thurs- 
day in prayer and Bible study. 


About once every six weeks the 
Committee devotes an entire Saturday 
to a meeting, beginning at nine in the 
morning and ending at five in the af- 
ternoon, with a short time out for 
lunch. At one such meeting last spring, 
the entire morning was spent in pray- 
ing and discussing the place of prayer 
in the individual’s life, with the time 
divided between praying, speaking, 
discussion, Bible reading, more prayer, 
a discussion of prayer requests, and 
further prayer. 


John 15 was used as a basis for 
their meditation as they waited upon 
the Lord in the expectation that He 
would lead them to the work He 
wanted them to do. Toward the end of 
the prayer period, they spent time in 
thanksgiving for what God was doing 
on their campus. 


One of the oft-repeated requests was 
that the members might not be entan- 
gled with organizational plans, but 
that they might be completely ab- 
sorbed with the person of Christ. 

After lunch, they met in a business 
session to work out together the mat- 
ters for which they had prayed. The 
closing session just before five was 
spent in thanksgiving for what the 
Lord has been doing for the individual 
members. 


e@ Much of the discussion at the Spring 
Conference in North Texas touched upon 
the necessity of taking the initiative in 
reaching others for Christ. It was pointed 
out that when students criticized a group 
within the chapter for not going on with 
God usually the fault lay with the critics 
and not with the others. Those who had 
the insight to see that things were not as 
they should be were also the ones who 
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in God's 
realizing that the Holy Spirit 


earnestly tackled the problem 
strength, 
must do the work, but that they might be 
the instruments. 


As a result, on the way home some of 
the students picked up a soldier who was 
hitchhiking. Remembering what had been 
emphasized at the Conference, they began 
to talk with him about matters in general 
and then led the conversation around to 
Jesus Christ. Before they let him out 
some miles on, he had made a very clear 
profession of receiving Christ and a desire 
to live for Him. The group have been fol- 
lowing him up by letter since. 


e At the Kansas Conference sev- 
eral of the maintenance staff noticed 
the difference between the IVCF stu- 
dents and those who usually came to 
the camp. One of the elderly women 
who worked in the kitchen said that 
this was the first university conference 
group that hadn’t been breaking furni- 
ture and windows. She attended one 
of the meetings, and was led back to 
the Lord. 

At the same conference, one young 
fellow on the dishwashing gang was 
very quiet. On Saturday evening, staff 
member John Hermanson, who had to 
see him about some arrangements for 
the next day, asked him if he loved 
the Lord. He answered, “No, but I’d 
certainly like to. I’ve seen a great deal 
that’s different in the faces of the stu- 
dents here, and I’d certainly like to 
know what it is.” It was discovered 
that he is an orphan who works mostly 
at this kind of job, but whose heart 
God had prepared in just the 24 hours 
of the conference. 

Such things are by-products of the 
conferences, and we praise God for 
them. 


e@ In cooperation with the Gideon 
Auxiliary, the Christian Nurses Fellowship 
was privileged to present one thousand 
New Testaments to the nurses who at- 
tended the International Congress of 
Nurses at Stockholm, Sweden, in June. 
These Testaments were provided by the 


Gideon Auxiliary, and the CNF undertook 
the responsibility of shipping them and ar- 
ranging for their presentation. 

The degree of longing and eagerness 
on the part of these nurses who came 
from all over the world to have a Testa- 
ment in the English language was evi- 
denced by the fact that many requests 
continued to come long after the supply 
had been exhausted. One official from 
Great Britain's nursing organization said, 
“The presentation of the New Testaments 
was the nicest feature of the whole Con- 
gress.”’ 


e A student from Iraq has been 
designing posters in Arabic to an- 
nounce the regular chapter meetings 
of the University of Maryland. This 
means that all students from Moham- 
medan countries see the posters with 
portions of the Scripture in their own 
language. Several times during the 
past year, the Maryland IVCFers in- 
vited the international students to a 
meal, and the international students 
have returned the compliment by in- 
viting the Christian students to one at 
which they served the food of their 
own country. 


e@ Several students of the Inter-Var- 
sity chapter at Purdue University have be- 
come members of the International Club 
on the campus, in order that they might 
become acquainted with the foreign stu- 
dents and have an opportunity to help 
them. As on most campuses, so on Purdue, 
very few American students take an in- 
terest in the International Club. 


e During the academic year 1945- 
46 at the University of Texas, mem- 
bers of the IVCF group prayed regu- 
larly that there might be a chapter at 
Texas A & M. Several times it looked 
as though God would answer prayer 
by sending one of their own number 
to A & M. At other times they knew 
of Christians planning to attend the 
college, and thought this was the an- 
swer to their prayer. However, none 
of these hopes materialized. Through 
the conversion several years ago of a 
Japanese-American student, God gave 
the spiritual leadership necessary to 
unite the professing Christians on the 
A & M campus. In a way that the Uni- 
versity of Texas students did not 
dream, God finally in His own time 
answered their prayer. What about 
praying for the campuses in your vi- 
cinity that are without a witness to 
Jesus Christ? 
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e@ The IVCF chapter at the University 
of Minnesota in Duluth conducts daily pray- 
er meetings every hour throughout the 
day. The first prayer meeting is at 7:45 
for about fifteen minutes, and then there 
is another at 8:45 for all the other stu- 
dnts who don’t have the early-hour class. 
After that time, every hour on the hour 
for the first fifteen minutes of the hour, 
those students who are free gather to- 
gether for prayer. Responsibility for the 
prayer meetings is divided up, so that there 
is at least a leader present each hour, with 
the same students having the same hour 
each week; others drop in when they can. 
Usually three or four meet each hour with 
the leader, sitting on the stairs that lead 
from the auditorium to the gallery. This 
spot is out of the usual run of things and 
insures privacy and seclusion for the pray- 
er meetings. A few weeks ago one of the 
students — a professing Christian — ac- 
cepted the Lord while he was leading the 
prayer meeting, as he realized the truth 
of what he had said and the reality of 
the prayers of the others in the meeting. 

e Kansas State College, ever 
since six months after the formation 
of its IVCF chapter, has been conduct- 
ing regular missionary meetings. Last 
year the meeting time was changed 
from late afternoon, a rather incon- 
venient time, to noon, and the change 
has resulted in better attendance and 
better interest. Many students who 
meet at this time do not eat lunch, and 
give the money normally spent on 
food to help send the gospel to foreign 
students. 

This money helped the chapter to 
reach and pass its missionary goal of 
$130. all of which went directly into 
the Foreign Student Fund. 

Missionary speakers appear about 
once a month to give students firsthand 
knowledge of the field; students have 
found, though, that the interest is 
keener when they themselves have to 
dig into study and research and do 
their own speaking. Scripture mem- 
orization is also a part of the regular 
missionary program—occasionally the 
group “catch” a speaker misquoting 
these verses. 

The chapter raised over $300 to help 
pay the expenses of the 26 students 
from Kansas State who attended the 
Missionary Convention at Urbana last 
winter. The missionary goal for this 
year is one dollar a day, which is to 
be turned in tothe Foreign Student 
Fund every two weeks. 

For its projects the Missionary Com- 
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mittee sees to it that gospel and mis- 
sionary tracts are available at the 
regular chapter meetings, maintain a 
missionary bulletin board, and invite 
foreign students home for vacation 
periods. 

e kLast spring, university Bible study 
clinics were conducted in six different 
places — Boston, New York, Pittsburgh, 
Ithaca, Montclair (N.J.), and Baltimore— 
under the direction of staff member Jane 
Kollingsworth. The clinics were designed 
to help only the Bible study leaders from 
the colleges and universities of the vicinity, 
but after they had begun, interest among 
the other students was such that they also 
began to attend, and in a couple of places 
the attendance went as high as fifty. The 
procedure was to meet daily for about an 
hour or more to study together the par- 
ticular portion of God’s Word assigned, in 
order that the leaders might learn how 
best to handle their own study groups. 

END 





The Holy Spirit 
(Continued from page 27) 


God that we should be conformed to 
the image of His Son, and it is the 
work of the Spirit to make this trans- 
formation as we grow in grace and in 
the knowledge of the Lord (Ephesians 
4:8-16; Colossians 2:19; II Peter 
3:18). 

It is the prime business of the Spirit, 
therefore, to make us conscious of the 
indwelling Christ and to change us 
into His likeness: Paul prayed that 
believers might “be strengthened with 
might by his Spirit in the inner man; 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
by faith” (Ephesians 3:16-17). And 
he told of the Spirit’s work of pro- 
ducing the likeness of Christ in us in 
the words of II Corinthians 3:18: “But 
we all, with open face beholding as in 
a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 
of the Lord.” This is in harmony with 
Paul’s supreme desire to know Christ 
and the power of His resurrection 
(Philippians 3:10), and it is in line 
with his travail for believers that 
“Christ be formed” in them (Gala- 
tians 4:19). 

As a result of being filled with the 
Spirit, the believer sings and makes 
melody in his heart “to the Lord” 
(Ephesians 5:18-19.) The Spirit min- 
isters as the Unseen Worker directing 


our hearts into a life of fuller trust | 
and devotion, with “the Lord” as the © 


object. The evidence of walking in 
the Spirit is the fruit of the Spirit, 
which is Christlike character (Gala. 
tians 5:16,22-23). The negative com. 
mands, “grieve not” and “quench not” 
the Spirit, do not imply slight of the 
Spirit’s person so much as of His work. 
Sin grieves Him, and when we do not 
allow Him to work unhindered in us 
to reproduce Christ in our hearts, we 
quench the burning desire of His 
heart. Even in the matter of spiritual 
gifts, which are sovereignly bestowed 
by the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11), 
we are commanded to seek diligently 
the gift rather than an experience with 
the Spirit (I Corinthians 12:31; 14:1), 

So completely is the Spirit’s own 
presence and personality given over to 
revealing Christ that His identity and 
presence in the heart are known in 
terms of Christ. In I John 3:24 the 
Spirit’s presence is given as proof of 
our abiding in Christ, and then that we 
may “discern the spirits” and know 
how to distinguish the Spirit of the 
Lord from seducing spirits, His pres 
ence is identified as the Spirit who con. 
fesses Christ (I John 4:2; see also | 
Corinthians 12:3, and Romans 8:9, 
where He is called the “Spirit of 
Christ”). 

As a result of the filling of the 
Spirit, the believer, like the Spirit 
Himself, witnesses effectively for 
Christ (Acts 4:8-14,31). 

The secret of the overflowing life is 
Christ. We find personal satisfaction 
in drinking of the “water” that He 
gives (John 4;14). Thirst is forever 
quenched at that well of water spring: 
ing up into everlasting life. But more 
than being a fountain of personal sat: 
isfaction, He is the source from which 
flow streams of blessing through be 
lievers to enrich the world. The over: 
flowing life of Spiritual abundance, 
His indwelling, comforting presence, 
His sealing for security, His unifying 
baptism, His strengthening power, His 
fire and zeal for testimony, His ena 
bling gifts, His fruit of Christlike 
character, His presence as promoting 
joy and praise, His overflowing unto 
every good work—in short, the whole 
ministry of the Spirit of God, is con 
ditioned upon believing and abiding 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. END 
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Argument versus Quotation 


Paul is the poorest example I can 
think of for William Mack’s article 
|You Can’t Argue Him In, May His}. 
“And Paul, as his manner was, went in 
unto them |the Jews|, and three sab- 
bath days reasoned with them out of 
the scriptures” (Acts 17:2). And 
where outside of Paul’s epistles does 
one find a system of philosophy such 

s Paul explains, how the power of 
God works in the life of the believer. 
etc.? Paul’s very style is that of dis- 
putation and argumentation. 


Minnesota D. Davip SmitH 


Minn. 


University of 
Minneapolis, 


In regard to the article, “You Can't 
Areue Him In” by William Mack, I 
feel 1 must disagree with him. I feel 
that our present ‘day “anti-intellectual- 
ism” amongst evangelical Christians is 
doing far more harm than those who 
zo to the other extreme and attempt to 
win souls by reasoning alone 
While we know that souls are not saved 
unless the Holy Spirit works, it is also 
true that souls are rarely saved with- 
out apologetics of one type or another. 
Neany everyone is saved because of 
some reason which is given to prove 
the truth of Christianity. 

Mr. Mack ignores the many who 
have been saved through the use of 
apologetics (objective and subjective). 
In this very same issue of His, J. Ed- 
win Orr me ntions such a case |“An 
{gnostic Steps Down” |. The fact is, 
God does use both objective and sub- 
jective apologetics; why limit our- 
selves and God to the use of only sub- 
jective apologetics? I do not say for 
one minute that souls are won by rea- 
son alone, but I do say that souls are 
nearly always won by reason used by 
the Holy Spirit. And, I do say that 
many more could be won if Christians 


would use all means to win them in- 
stead of limiting themselves. 


Glen Ellyn, Ill. FRANK E. Coe 


That Trojan Horse 


| agree heartily with Mr. Russell 
Hitt and his article in the May issue of 
His entitled “The Trojan Horse,” to 
the extent that many of our evangelical 
churches are tending to replace reli- 
gion with secularized philosophy. I 
disagree, however, with his attack upon 
the attempt to make Bible teachings 
understandable to children. 

I speak from experience as a high 
school teacher and as a Sunday school 
teacher when I say that many students 
of high school age have sad miscon- 
ceptions concerning Bible teachings, 
the result of having no competent 
guidance in the study of the Word of 
God. Bible understanding cannot 
conceivably run ahead of the pupil’s 
ceneral understanding and frames of 
reference. It is ridiculous to expect 
that a child who is not aware of the 
tremendous miracle of human birth 
could appreciate the surpassing mira- 
cle of the Virgin Birth. 

Lincoln, Nebraska 


Frankly, | am very disturbed over 
the Russell Hitt article. I am not too 
sure that such an article is particularly 
relevant to university or college life, 
for one thing. The article is extremely 
negativistic and in spots completely 
unfair. . In many places it betrays 
a complete lack of understanding on 
the author’s part of child psychology 
and a negative attitude toward pro- 
eressive ideas of education which have 
much truth in them and which funda- 
mentalists would do well to consider 
a bit more. In this connection, | would 
like to mention the implied assumption 
that children cannot be taught scrip- 
tural truths from cookies, birds, bees, 
and flowers—typical of the fundamen- 
talist ridicule of nature as a means of 
teaching about God to little ones whose 
realm of experience is limited to such 

and to point out that a Teacher 
named Jesus used sparrows, lilies, and 
seed. Worse yet, in the last paragraph, 
he starts waving the old “Red-baiting” 
flag. He could have approached 
this subject positively by setting forth 
some principles of teaching and 
could have stimulated IVCF members 


Cuarwtes B. House 


to get into their churches and use any 
materials to the glory of God. 
Berkeley. Calif. T. Cart MatrHew 

We agree with Mr. Hitt entirely in 
his thesis that blasphemous Sunday 
school literature is being used in many 
churches. But why doesn’t he please 
tell us what denominations he has ref- 
erence to? If our children are being 
exposed to such “damnable heresies” 
we have a right to know what churches 
are guilty.... Inform us please, so we 
can rescue children and people from 
the great apostasy! 


Des Moines, lowa DonaLp K. BLACKIE 


Facts? or Fallacies? 
| think that the article “Facts and 
Fallacies of Evolution” by Dr. Kiss is 
pretty sad | His statement 
‘All the i oiened teachers know the 
theory of evolution, but they have 
never made it a foundation for teach- 





ing or research” is misleading and 
does not present a true picture. In my 


field (anthropology) all the European 
teachers certainly have accepted the 
theory of evolution and made it the 
basis of their research. . . . I know of 
no European anthropologist who does 
not accept the theory of evolution, 
teach it, and build research upon it. 
The treatment of prehistoric man is 
pitifully inadequate. In the first place, 
it is dangerous to equate the giant pre- 


historic bones with the giants men- 
tioned in Genesis 6:4. Dr. Kiss does 


not mention any of the problems con- 
nected with the antiquity of these 
“giant men and the skeletons of those 
large paleontological creatures.” In 
the second place, he leaves the impres- 
sion that prehistoric man confirms the 
record of the Bible, and does not 
present any evidence that would lead 
to any evolutionary construct. He 
completely ignores the morphological 
character of human fossils which 
shows forms varying from modern 
man in the direction of the physical 
form of apes. His superficial treat- 
ment of prehistoric man presents an 
inaccurate picture, and creates a false 
impression. 

Wheaton, Illinois Marie Fetzer 
To the above letter, Dr. Kiss replies as 
follows: 

“Concerning the passage about the 
European teachers, I quote the two au- 
thors (Prof. Weidenreich and Dr. 
Bolk) mentioned in my article. Both 





of them are outstanding evolutionists, 
but this theory did not influence them 
in the objective description of their 
observations, even if their findings 
may be contradictory to the theory. 
Dr. Bolk correctly separates observa- 
tion from explanation, and this is the 
only way in any science. One of the 
greatest falsi fications is when authors 
mix up observation with explanation, 
and thus most readers except a few 
experts—are led into confusion. 

“IT can only repeat as an anatomist 
that all prehistoric bones are evidently 
either human or animal. The link be- 
tween man and ape is still missing. 
Who could demonstrate that two or 
three bones of the same skeleton prove 
a link? Yes, the prehistoric bones 
rather support the record of the Bible 
than the theory of links. My different 
conclusions would need a detailed dis- 
cussion on a purely scientific basis. 
This ought to involve not only the 
gross anatomical character of the 
bones, but their microscopical  struc- 
ture as well. 

“The organic evolution must be 
complete harmony with all characters 
of the organisms. As soon as one of 
the manifold characters of the organ- 
isms (physiological, biological, chem- 
ical, etc.) contradicts the evolutionary 
system, the whole theory has collapsed 
like a flat tire. It does not make any 
difference whether the hole is on the 
right or the left side, or in the middle, 
the whole tire is collapsing. I have 
kept this in mind in my original manu- 
script, but it will serve as a defense 
both to Miss Fetzer and the author if 
we mention that the original article has 
been very much amputated. |This was 
done in interests of space—ED.| Miss 
Fetzer will agree with me that none of 
the partial characters (anthropologi- 
cal, anatomical, etc.) can support by 
themselves the complicated theory of 
evolution. 

“May I advise readers and editors of 
His, instead of discussing the problem 
at length, to be more careful with it 
than ever before.” 


editorial 


Putting down roots 


R.. R YEARS DOESN'T seem very long 

or the three or two or one year left 
of your college career. Maybe it 
doesn’t seem as if you can do much 
for the Lord in that time. 

After all, why try to establish any 
regular habits of church and Sunday 
school attendance? Why settle down 
to being a person who can be counted 
on to be at the Christian fellowship 
meetings-—and daily prayer meetings 

every time? Why not just be a 
church tramp, an organization tramp? 
That way you'll get in on all the so- 
cial affairs and miss a lot of work. And 
anyway you won't be here very long. 

Why try to live consistently and to 
explain what the Lord Jesus Christ 
can mean to your roommate when he 
may not be with you more than one 
quarter? 

Surely you couldn't show the Sa- 
viour to the girl who sits next to you 
in lit class. W hy, there are only eleven 
weeks of the quarter left now and 
you'll probably never see her after 
that. 

What’s the use of making any ex- 
planation when the boy who pushes 
your “coffee and sweet roll” to you 
every morning kids you about asking 
a blessing? You'll probably move 
next year and eat at some other coffee 
shack and never see him again. 

Maybe you're thinking that you 
needn’t try to have a Quiet Time of Bi- 
ble study and prayer every day the 


After all, fi 


and you 


way you did at home. 
days is a short time 


make up by longer periods on wee 


ends. 
As for week ends, you might as w 
home every Friday because yo 
couldn't do any good in the chure 
there in your college town. After a 
you'll go home summers and Chris 
mas and spring holidays so you coul 
hardly be in the choir or teach a Sum 
day school class. And probably ya 
wouldn't get used to the minister 
style of preaching very soon and b 

the time you did you'd be leaving. 

Yes, it’s a short time—a_ colleg 
career. But it’s probably about 
twelfth of your whole adult life, am 
it will soon be gone. With it will I 
cone a twelfth of your life to live fe 
the Saviour and probably a mue 
larger proportion of your opportu 
ties to tell others of Him. When agg 
in your lifetime will you meet af 
know—in the intimacies of dorm lif 
for instance—dozens of people eve 
year? After college your circle 4 
friends will almost certainly becom 
more limited and static. 

So you'll need to put your roo 
down fast—to get into the Christi 
life of your campus at once or th 
time will be gone. Every hour is p 
cious. Redeem the time. Ask the Lo 
to show you how much of the world ¢ 
your campus He will send you to i 
this twelfth of your life. 
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